JSSA Vol. IX,No 1 Nabeel Hussain & Dr. Salma Malik

Prospects of Integrated Deterrence for Pakistan Amid Conventional
Asymmetry in South Asia

Nabeel Hussain! & Dr. Salma Malik?
Abstract

This paper attempts to illustrate the relevance and
importance of integrated deterrence in one of the most
unpredictable regions of the world where India and
Pakistan, have inched closer to crossing the nuclear
threshold amid crises. Conventional asymmetry, offensive
doctrines and the changing character of war impact South
Asia's strategic stability. India’s existing doctrinal thinking,
technological developments in the military domain and its
temptation for a pre-emptive military strike demands a
corresponding review of Pakistan’s doctrinal thinking. In
this regard, Pakistan's shift towards integrating nuclear and
conventional forces, effective diplomacy, and a quest for
strong economy are integral for eradicating the probability
of limited war in the region. The future of South Asian
strategic stability lies in the practical implementation and
adaptation of integrated deterrence by Pakistan into its
doctrinal thinking and force posture, as this policy shift will
help Pakistan develop a more cohesive, robust, and effective
conventional response against offensive Indian military
posturing.
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