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Abstract 

Historically, due to Cold War politics, Pakistan and 

Russia have not enjoyed a long-term constructive 

relationship. However, changing geostrategic 

environment, which is marred with great power 

competition and changing alliances, has created an 

enabling environment for Pakistan and Russia to 

bridge the divergences and construct a pathway 

toward a strategic partnership. Over the last two 

decades, Pakistan and Russia have significantly 

improved their relations and cooperated in several 

areas such as counter-terrorism, Afghanistan, 

military-to-military engagement, economy and 

diplomacy. Despite the relationship being nascent, it 

currently has the potential to develop into a long-term 

strategic one, if both sides overcome existing 

challenges through diplomatic efforts, expand current 

areas of cooperation and find new avenues of bilateral 

engagement.   

Keywords: Great Power Competition, Net Security Provider, Balance 

Relationship, Security Dilemma, Strategic Partnership, Pakistan, Russia. 

 

                                                           
1 Muhammad Zeeshan Hayat is a Senior Research Associate at Strategic Vision 

Institute, Islamabad. His areas of interest include, Pakistan-Russia relations, Russia’s 

foreign policy and nuclear arms control, non-proliferation and disarmament. Mr 

Zeeshan has done masters in Strategic and Nuclear Studies and M-Phil in Peace and 

Conflict Studies from National Defence University, Islamabad. He can be reached at 

zeeshanhayat56@yahoo.com.   

mailto:zeeshanhayat56@yahoo.com

