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Abstract 

China Pakistan Economic Corridor commences its 

original intent and purpose once it ventures beyond 

the shores of Gwadar. Alongside this crucial yet 

strategically well-placed harbor lies a significant 

array of other ports and maritime interests 

connected to the Strait of Hormuz. Within this 

framework, Gulf and the Middle East have observed 

both CPEC and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) with 

quiet concern, hypothesizing what can be termed 

'Blockade Politics.' The main idea behind this 

manoeuvre would be to assess contending nations' 

maritime potential and naval prowess in their ability 

to enforce or counteract a naval blockade. It implies 

that, like the Strait of Malacca, the Strait of Hormuz 

might also posture aggressive economic and military 

traffic, causing it to incite friction in national interest 

preservation. For Pakistan, having to develop 

Gwadar and, subsequently, more port regions 

adjoining this maritime domain, instituting 

mutualization of economic interests is an uphill task. 

Beyond economic integration, however, having to 

revisit its naval doctrines and upgrade its naval 
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potential will also be a prerequisite for synchronizing 

with contending parties. This paper analyses a 

comprehensive assessment of Pakistan's 

contemporary maritime challenges against the 

backdrop of CPEC. It also takes impetus in evaluating 

core requirements to address blockade politics and 

counter-blockade dispositions that might arise in 

Gulf, the Middle East, and other sections connected 

within the Indian Ocean. The study results highlight 

the significance of modernization and the induction 

of new naval platforms and doctrines. It also 

postulates the importance of strategic cooperation 

between Pakistan and China in creating favorable 

grounds to address challenges and vulnerabilities.  

Keywords: Maritime Security, Naval Blockade, Pakistan Navy, Regional 

Competitiveness, Indian Ocean 

Introduction 

The Arabian Sea, the northern region of the Indian Ocean, is essential 

for its surrounding countries and strategically for Trans-regional actors. 

The belt and road initiative (BRI), with a significant focus on connecting 

land and maritime economic routes, is described as 'an expression of 

grand strategy.3 Economic, military, regional, and international actors 

recognize the convergence of interests in the Arabian Sea as the nerve 

center of all future strategic decisions. As a result, the overall influence 

cannot be overlooked. Consequently, the possibility of preventing 

strategies cannot be ignored, and a future maritime paradigm shift is an 

affirmative possibility. To maintain or counteract the hegemony of this 

region, each superpower and its subsidiary regional partners might opt 

 
3 Xiaolu, Li Xiaolu Li. "A Chinese Perspective on CPEC: Background, Benefits and 
Risks." Journal of Contemporary Studies 4, no. 2 (2015): 1-16. 
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to institute naval blockades to control maritime traffic to and from this 

vital choke point. The discussion can be organized around the subject of 

the sort of maritime Shift in the Indian Ocean, the involvement of 

Arabian sea states in the Shift, and the impact of international actors on 

regional stakeholders. BRI has most actively pursued fulfilment through 

completing the CPEC and its most vital project, the port of Gwadar.4 

However, this activity raises significant concerns about the nature and 

intensity of the Arabian Sea maritime strategy. It can be argued that 

CPEC, in the larger BRI strategy, administers a doctrinal shift for all actors 

and contenders due to its geo-strategic and geopolitical compulsions. It 

also impresses the region's military and economic value, necessitating a 

technological shift for all concerned navies. The apprehension that China 

intends to connect Pakistani ports with Iranian ports and, by definition, 

control the entire coastline is a threat seriously felt by contending 

nations.5 In this aspect, what role will Gwadar play in regional sea 

politics, as it is a significant concern for India strategically, for Middle 

East countries economically, and for the US both strategically and 

economically? Also, considering how the US and its allies are gradually 

linking Indian Ocean interests with those in the Pacific, what will be the 

effects of AUKUS, AUNZUS, and QUAD on the intra-regional politics of 

the Indo-Pacific? Once these scenarios and strategies come into play, 

how and through what design would Pakistan Navy restructure itself to 

suit the scenario?   

          In Sea Lines of Communication (SLOC) reserve pivotal importance 

for ensuring a smooth international trading system via sea and as a 

strategic pathway during war and conflict. In times of strategic 

posturing, the primary focus is reserved for states that have vantage on 

chokepoints and junctions among SLOCs. By carefully assessing global 

 
4 Lu, Shulin. "China-Pakistan Economic Corridor: A Flagship and Exemplary Project of 
“One Belt and One Road”." Strategic Studies 34, no. 4/1 (2014).  
5 Baruah, D. "What is happening in the Indian Ocean." (2021).  
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maritime trade routes and essential ports, the Indian Ocean is signified 

as one point where almost all significant SLOCs converge. It also houses 

some essential chokepoints that offer economic opportunities and 

strategic dispositions. Chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz thus 

become even more crucial as it is divided between some of the most 

competitively charged state partners; Saudi Arabia, Iran, Pakistan, and 

India.6 With the advent of BRI and its most illustrious subsidiary, CPEC, 

the Strait of Hormuz has become even more crucial for external actors 

like the US. American naval interests are sufficiently deployed in and 

around the Middle East and render a complex array of services ranging 

from maintaining deterrence to counter-piracy operations. This region 

has become a hotbed of converging interests and overlapping strategic 

necessities. As a junction for most of the world's oil trade and one of the 

critical networks of ports managing global economic transactions via 

sea, threat calculus in and around the Hormuz becomes one crucial 

concern.7 

          The Indian Ocean reserves a particular focus in this maritime 

competitiveness where America and India tend to make it part of a much 

bigger containment strategy against China, link it to the Pacific Ocean 

and call it Indo-Pacific posturing. Despite consenting to the value of 

Indo-Pacific connectivity, China sees the same as a linkage mechanism 

between its trading interests within the two oceans. Subsidiary actors 

like India, Pakistan, Iran, and the Middle East become principal actors as 

their posturing preferences would decide which superpower is 

prosperous in recreating SLOCs in the region as per its strategic 

 
6 Mikheev, Alexey, Kanwar Muhammad Javed Iqbal, Irina Kapustina, and Amen Butt. 
"Maritime trade in the Indian Ocean: value-focused thinking for BRI and CPEC by 
employing A’WOT hybrid technique." In E3S Web of Conferences, vol. 258, p. 02030. 
EDP Sciences, 2021. 
7 Hassan, Muhammad Abbas. "Growing China-India Competition in the Indian 
Ocean." Strategic Studies 39, no. 1 (2019): 77-89.  
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requirements. This activity is restructuring maritime interests as it 

creates an environment where a standalone maritime strategy would 

not be able to exact the dividends it expects. CPEC, in the larger BRI, is 

kept flexible and fluid to allow other partners and willing stakeholders 

to join in. It allows China sufficient leverage to extend a convergence of 

interests by offering significant dividends to willing partners. It implies 

that if any state wants to be a part of the CPEC arm of BRI, it would have 

to allow the amalgamation of its maritime interests within the larger 

interest pool created by China.8  

          America's willingness to extend its maritime naval through a joint 

Indo-Pacific strategy has attracted a host of new horizons in multilateral 

cooperation. Initiatives like QUAD, AUKUS, and ANZUS allow America to 

extend its range by inducting partners from important maritime 

junctions to create a network of strategic roadblocks to prevent any 

outreach aspired to by China. It means that all subsidiary states are 

willing to offer a blockade service against potential threats and are then 

supplied with appropriate equipment to carry out the same. This 

atmosphere divorces individual/standalone interest preservation as 

each subsidiary state must address the influences and strategic 

requirements of a significant power that controls such initiatives. QUAD, 

AUKUS, and ANZUS states must keep their end of the bargain by aligning 

their maritime interests with the US, and CPEC-BRI partners would have 

to approve and adjust as per requirements set forth by China. Defensive 

strategies further consolidate this restructuring environment with a 

dual-use implication where a defensive blockade that prevents war can 

also offensively block the economic interests of rival states.9 This implies 

that for the maritime security makeup in the Indian and the Pacific 

Oceans, convergence of interests and impact of such initiatives will 

 
8 Ume, Farwa, and Siddiqa Arhama. "CPEC: Prospects of OBOR and South-South 
Cooperation." The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (2017). 
9 de Bruyn, Martyn. "AUKUS and its significance for transatlantic relations." Stosunki 
Międzynarodowe–International Relations 2, no. 3 (2022): 3.  
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eventually recalibrate the strategic dimensions in the region. For the 

principal states coordinating these developments, like the US and China, 

such measures mean enhancing the outreach of regional stakeholders 

like India and Pakistan. 

          The case can be made in favor of blockade politics as such political 

alignments, and maritime prioritization requires contending parties to 

avoid accelerated escalation. Naval blockades have proved to be quite a 

decisive strategy in curtailing adventurism and are seen as a risk 

reduction strategy aimed at dissuading unwarranted escalatory 

trajectories among competing states. Even during the Cuban Missile 

Crisis, naval blockades installed by the US prevented any unwarranted 

aggression from the Soviet Union-Cuba enterprise, ultimately fulfilling 

both contending nations' objectives. Even in contemporary times, we 

see states in and around the Indian Ocean administering or experiencing 

naval blockades as a dissuasion mechanism. The Blockade of Yemen10 is 

one instance where Saudi Arabia and its coalition partners sought to 

utilize this strategy in curtailing Iran's influence in favor of Houthi rebel 

groups. 

          China was able to opt for a blockade strategy against Taiwan during 

the Third Taiwan Strait Crisis of 199611. Major powers taking an 

antagonistic view of CPEC and BRI would also opt for a similar strategy 

under its containment policy where denial of access and accessibility 

would be ensured through a naval and land-based blockade to create an 

atmosphere of deterrence with minimal risks in play.12 Maritime and 

SLOC politics in the Indian Ocean hints at states administering or 

preparing for such practices through joint naval operations and 

 
10 Oxford Analytica. "Yemen conflict carries risks for global shipping." Emerald Expert 
Briefings oxan-db (2015). 
11 Chou, T. L. "Crisis and dysfunction of spatial development and management in 
Taiwan." Environment and Planning C: Government and Policy 16, no. 1 (1998): 69-84. 
12 Wu, Xiangning, and You Ji. "The military drivers of China’s Belt and Road endeavor." 
China Review 20, no. 4 (2020): 223-244.  
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exercises. Capability assessment and endurance of naval forces in 

maintaining such a blockade has culminated in a series of technology 

transfer initiatives, weapons procurement, and modernization efforts by 

subsidiary states and joint ventures, ensuring the sustainability of such 

objectives.  

          The maritime security matrix argues that states apply a 

securitization framework within the security practice mechanism to 

design and implement strategies and calibrate alliances. For 

understanding this paradigm, understanding the Indo-Pacific strategy 

within the securitization matrix is essential in designing and predicting 

the future of maritime posturing and nature of competition within the 

region. 

Paradigm Shifts in Maritime Strategy and its impacts on 

SLOCs  

The value of maritime restructuring in the Indian ocean was always a 

cause for concern, even before and during the colonial era. Linking the 

Pacific Ocean, with all its contenders and controversies, further 

enhances maritime competitiveness for states interacting in the Indian 

Ocean. The Indian Ocean and its sub-regions are increasingly crucial, 

strategically and militarily, because of the importance of commercial 

routes that supply essential resources to the globe. It is a vital hub for 

trade between the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, and Southeast 

Asia. The disruption in this area will compromise the security of the 

world's energy supply. Major economies, including China, Japan, & 

South Korea, in particular, depend on energy imports across the Malacca 

Strait13. Sitting close to chokepoints connecting sea routes in the Indian 

Ocean necessitates maintaining a military presence, and such presence 

can influence SLOC activity. Seven choke spots exist worldwide, three of 

 
13 Baruah, D. "What is happening in the Indian Ocean." (2021).  
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which are in the Indian Ocean. The Strait of Malacca, which runs 

between Malaysia, Singapore, and the Indonesian coastline of Sumatra, 

is the first choke point. The Strait of Hormuz, which runs between the 

Persian Gulf to the broader Indian Ocean through the Arabian sea, is the 

second. The third choke point is at Bab-el-Mandeb, which links the 

Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea to the Indian Ocean at the Horn of 

Africa through the Suez Canal.14 Apart from these chokepoints, strategic 

locations such as the Lombok strait, the Sunda strait, and the 

Mozambique Channel, if kept under an aggressive maritime policy, can 

severely impact entry and exist points for major regional and global 

stakeholders.  

          Maritime activity at vital junctions is not only an economic concern 

but also a military challenge. State parties can offensively and 

defensively deploy naval power to impact trade. They can also control 

maritime traffic to observe and detect traffic patterns of adversary 

states and adjust their strategy accordingly. Another major challenge is 

the geographic complexity of the littoral states in the Indian Ocean, 

primarily impacted by diplomatic stances, alliance patterns, bilateral 

disputes, internal conflicts, and effects of superpower influence. Since 

detecting sub-surface vessels in open water is highly difficult and 

expensive, carrying out a surveillance operation close to the chokepoint 

is crucial to keeping track of submarine movement. Therefore, any 

country with a significant impact on the Indian Ocean would be 

tangentially related to the nations along the coastline. 

Indo-Pacific Maritime strategies of the US and China in 

Aperture  

The main concerns of the US in the Indian Ocean are to ensure the 

security of international shipping and maintain the safety of routes 

 
14 Michel, David. "Russell Sticklor, eds. 2012." Indian Ocean Rising: Maritime Security 
and Policy Challenges.  
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through to the chokepoints at the Strait of Hormuz, the Strait of 

Malacca, and the South China Sea. As the Indian Ocean is developing into 

a significant center of power, politics to preserve the balance of power 

in the Indian Ocean. The fundamental goal of the US foreign policy in the 

Indian Ocean is to protect its national interests since it cannot let any 

state become a major player. This region is now strategically significant 

due to the volume of movement and expanding trade prospects in this 

area.15 The US offers five goals for the Indo-Pacific area; increase 

regional wealth, promote an open and secure Indo-Pacific, foster 

regional linkages, strengthen Indo-pacific Security, and increase regional 

resistance to transnational threats.16 The USA seeks to protect the 

Persian Gulf and Bab el Mandeb, two chokepoints in the Indian Ocean, 

by maintaining its presence in this region. Restructuring maritime 

strategy for the US is an impending prerequisite to prevent any other 

state from challenging this position.  

          China has made significant military and commercial investments, 

mainly in the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean. China is currently 

enlarging its maritime domain by significant investments in several 

ventures in the Indian Ocean, notably in the Arabian Sea, on both 

military and commercial levels. By building CPEC, China is now claiming 

deep-water regions and strengthening itself as an emergent sea power. 

It is also extending its sphere of maritime control to the African 

continent. The marine profile must be expanded to meet the resource 

needs essential for projecting a global power strategy. Even while China 

has not publicly stated its long-term objectives for the Indian Ocean, it 

is evident that they are concentrating on developing the tools necessary 

to conduct extensive military operations. China is concentrating on the 

following three goals for such Indian Ocean region: 1) China is concerned 

 
15 Khetran, Mir Sherbaz. "The potential and prospects of Gwadar Port." Strategic 
Studies 34 (2014): 70-89.  
16 House, White. "Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United States." Washington: The White 
House (2022).  
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about protecting its citizens, investments, and soft power influence in 

the region by engaging in non-combat activities; 2) China is more 

particularly worried about terrorism in the region and seeks to engage 

in counterterrorism activities jointly with partners; and 3) China is 

particularly worried about the presence of its main rivals and adversaries 

in the region and seeks to gather intelligence data to support 

operational requirements, even its a conflict.17 

          China primarily imports natural gas and oil from Russia through 

two sea routes: the Indian Ocean and the Eastern Siberia-Pacific Ocean 

(ESPO) pipelines. As a result, in contrast to its offshore military fleet in 

Djibouti, China has developed ports around the Indo-Pacific to secure 

SLOCs. Over the past ten years, China has made investments in 35 ports 

all over the world to create marine connectivity. Of these 35 ports, 14 

are situated in the Indian Ocean, while three are in the Pacific Ocean. 

More than 85% of China's oil imports go via the Straits of Malacca 

unnoticed by the Indian Navy and the Indian Ocean. Additionally, 

because the South China Sea (SCS) and the Indian Ocean are both parts 

of China's Maritime Silk Road (MSR), China must safeguard its sea 

communication routes throughout the area.18 

India's Maritime Posture in Indian Ocean Region  

China and India are turning their attention to the Indian Ocean region, 

and both see other nations as rivals. The Indian Ocean area is significant 

economically for India, and IOR is where their security and strategic 

interests reside. India's position in the world is considered a protector of 

a global system with the assistance of the United States of America; at 

the same time, China seeks to consolidate its grip over the major ports 

 
17 House, White. "Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United States." Washington: The White 
House (2022).  
18 Balasubramaniam, Thangavel K., and Ashok Kumar Murugesan. "China’s Rising 
Missile and Naval Capabilities in the Indo-Pacific Region: Security Implications for 
India and its Allies." Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs, Air University Press. June 8 (2020). 
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to get an edge economically and strategically19. Currently, 95 percent of 

commerce by volume and over 70 percent of trade by value are carried 

out in the Indian Ocean region. India is also the fourth-largest importer 

of liquefied natural gas (LNG), with 45 percent of the total volume 

arriving by sea. The Indian Navy estimates that 93 percent of India's oil 

imports come from ships.20 In 2015, the Indian Navy published its 

maritime policy, "Ensuring Secure Seas: Indian Maritime Security 

Strategy," which focuses briefly on the demands of the Indian Navy in 

terms of maritime security in the Indian Ocean region. India's marine 

development must keep pace with its economic growth. The IOR's new 

vision has strongly emphasized the development and prosperity of the 

area and the advancement of India's vital national economic interests. 

The goal of the Sagarmala initiative was to promote port-led growth. 

Due to their significance in commerce and economic growth, this 

initiative intended to construct a vital port infrastructure and modernize 

them.21 

          The fifth-largest Navy in the world is the Indian Navy. Indian Naval 

has rapidly modernized its operating capabilities to expand its 

freshwater resources and navy capabilities and extend its supremacy in 

the Indian Ocean area. As a step toward becoming a Blue Water Navy, 

this is also a component of India's strategic ambition to become a 

regional and global force. The Indian Navy has been concentrating on 

creating indigenous platforms, systems, sensors, and weaponry as part 

of the country's modernization and development of its marine 

capabilities. The Indian Navy has 43 warships, including an aircraft 

carrier, destroyers, frigates, corvettes, and conventional- and nuclear-

 
19 Thakker, Aman. "A rising India in the Indian Ocean needs a strong Navy." Center for 
Strategic and International Studies. Retrieved from https://csis-website-prod. s3. 
amazonaws. com/s3fs-public/publication/181017_NewPerspectives_FINAL. pdf 
(2018).  
20 Jaishankar, D. "Indian Ocean region: A pivot for India’s growth. Brookings." (2016).  
21 Kanodia, H. "India’s SAGAR policy in the Indian Ocean region. Diplomatist." (2020).  
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powered submarines, under construction as of 2020. By 2050, the Indian 

Navy hopes to have a robust fleet of 200 ships and 500 aircraft. A senior 

naval officer described the Indian Navy's plans to develop a 200-ship 

navy over ten years in 2013. According to a declaration by the Chief of 

Naval Staff in December 2020, India's fleet has changed from one 

purchased to one built. Indian shipyards, both governmental and 

commercial, are building all 41 ships now in the works.22 

          In developing naval weapons domestically, IN had taken a two-

pronged strategy. First, independence has enabled the Defense 

Research and Development Organization (DRDO) institutions and 

companies to reach their full potential. Second, IN has explored the 

possibility of a collaboration in either a Joint Venture (JV) or a Transfer 

of Technology (TOT) between the suitable actors and the national 

industry wherever technology was easily accessible and collaboration 

was feasible.23  

          New Delhi views the CPEC as a challenge to its plans for regional 

hegemony in the Persian Gulf, the Arabian Sea, and the Strait of Hormuz. 

It is because China and the former state enjoy similar economic benefits 

as significant trading partners with India. Indian analysts believe that 

Beijing using Gwadar might pose a long-term security risk since it would 

provide China with a tactical advantage in the Indian Ocean and Strait of 

Hormuz. India has openly expressed worries about the CPEC because of 

this. Narendra Modi, the prime minister of India, has referred to the 

 
22 Saeed, Maira Afzazze, and Umbreen Javaid. "INDIA’S NAVAL EXPANSION AND 
STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP WITH THE US IN THE INDIAN OCEAN REGION: 
IMPLICATIONS FOR PAKISTAN." Margalla Papers 24, no. 1 (2020): 67-80.  
23 Mukherjee, Anit, and C. Raja Mohan, eds. India's Naval Strategy and Asian Security. 
London and NY: Routledge, 2016. 
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CPEC as "unacceptable." Indian Foreign Minister Sujatha Singh stated 

that New Delhi had raised the topic of CPEC and Gwadar.24 

          After signing the agreement, which was restructured on the basic 

principle of the earlier agreement signed in 2015, Indian Foreign 

Secretary Subramanian Jaishankar stated that relations with nations 

inside the Indian Ocean region foster an atmosphere of peace and 

stability are significant pillars of India's foreign policy. India is looking for 

strategic sites abroad amid growing concerns about being ringed by an 

aggressive China. In August of last year, Beijing formally inaugurated its 

first military outpost in Djibouti, East Africa. Analysts argue that Chinese 

investments are starting to encircle India in nations like Bangladesh, 

Myanmar, the Maldives, and Sri Lanka, which have endorsed Beijing's 

grandiose "Belt and Road Initiative," a more significant concern (BRI).25 

Additionally, the CPEC-induced strengthening of Pakistan's economy will 

increase the country's military budget. Given its advanced military 

capabilities, Pakistan would not be interested in bilateral trade and 

investment collaboration with India, which is necessary to bridge the gap 

between the two major regional players. 26 

          From the perspective of India, the threat to New Delhi's interests 

within the Indian Ocean region is prompted India to strengthen its 

strategic partnership with the US. Due to the expected complexity of the 

Pakistan Navy with the completion of the Gwadar port, Pakistan would 

have a better chance of acquiring a sea-based second-strike capability. 

 
24 Ray, Purnendu Sekhar. "“SILK ROAD ECONOMIC BELT AND THE 21STCENTURY 
MARITIME SILK ROAD” EFFECT ON GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS AND MARITIME 
CONNECTIVITY." In Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, vol. 77, pp. 828-834. 
Indian History Congress, 2016. 
25 Kaura, Vinay. "Securing India’s economic and security interests in the Indo-Pacific." 
Indian Journal of Asian Affairs 31, no. 1/2 (2018): 37-52.  
26 CHANG, YC, and M. I. Khan. "China–Pakistan Economic Corridor and Maritime 
Security Collaboration: A Growing Bilateral Interests. Maritime Business Review, 4 (2), 
217–235." (2019). 
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Combined with the likelihood that CPEC and Gwadar can give the 

Chinese Navy the logistical assistance they want, the above scenario 

would be much more harmful to India. As a result, India has 

unexpectedly allowed access to US military sites in exchange for the US 

importing advanced technology from India. Although the US has not 

publicly aired its concerns about the CPEC, given that the US geopolitical 

purpose is to reduce the likelihood of any international force emerging 

in the global arena, it can be assumed that the US will not remain neutral 

toward the project.27 

Strategic Paradigm shifts in the Indian Ocean and its impacts 

on the Pakistan Navy 

Considering Pakistan's geo-strategic position in a maritime context, it is 

housed in one of the most densely navigable regions of the Indian 

Ocean. Pakistan Navy is not only charged with contributing to growing 

maritime concerns in its proximity, but as an extension of CPEC, it is also 

required to consolidate significant economic, military, and strategic 

interests within this region. Another added responsibility it has to 

perform is a growing bilateral maritime insecurity generated by India 

and its naval procurements from the USA through significant strategic 

interactions.28 In this context, Pakistan and Pakistan's Navy would be 

compelled to restructure their maritime objectives and enhance their 

operational capabilities beyond the strait of Hormuz and the Indian 

ocean. The argument that any hostility at the ocean front between any 

of the principal or subsidiary actors or both will seriously impact state 

parties in proximity to the Strait of Hormuz, the significant impact of 

such dispositions would directly fall on Pakistan and its Navy. In this 

scenario, considering India's military modernization in the naval domain 

and America's amalgamation of Indian ocean interests with the Pacific, 

 
27 Kanodia, H. "India’s SAGAR policy in the Indian Ocean region. Diplomatist." (2020).  
28 Lu, Shulin. "China-Pakistan Economic Corridor: A Flagship and Exemplary Project of 
“One Belt and One Road”." Strategic Studies 34, no. 4/1 (2014).  
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Pakistan would require extensive threat assessment of such 

eventualities. The argument in favor of restructuring SLOCs is based on 

the idea that each Navy participating in the Indian Ocean is stretched 

between four objectives; alignment preferences, national interests, 

strategic atmosphere, and circumstantial amendments.29 China has 

initiated the BRI project as a golden opportunity for developing 

infrastructure and trade cooperation between nations. Pakistan will be 

a bridge between China and the other nations. for China, CPEC is a very 

significant project as this project is a key to their power expansion in the 

Indian Ocean region to counter the US threat and maintain their 

dominance in the region. Now, after the development of Gwadar port, 

Pakistan would be directly overlooking the world's busiest oil trade from 

an enhanced perspective. It is the grand strategy of China to link the 

south China sea, south pacific sea, and Indian ocean. In the Indian Ocean 

region, Gwadar will be acting as a counterbalance strategy against the 

strategic ties of the US and India and their interest in the region. The 

Gwadar port is considered the linchpin of the CPEC project due to its 

strategic location near the international Maritime Energy chokepoint. 

Pakistan navy is referring to Gwadar as the third Naval base of Pakistan 

and considers this an improvement in the country's defense in deep sea 

waters.30 

          Pakistan Navy's role is vital in ensuring stability and security in the 

Arabian sea as most of the international sea lines of communications are 

near the Pakistan coast. Indian Navy, backed by the USA, is rapidly 

adding a new platform to their Maritime fleet, including the nuclear 

platforms, which is increasing the strategic instability in the region.31 As 

 
29 Safdar, Aiysha. "The China-Pakistan economic corridor–Its maritime dimension and 
Pakistan navy." Strategic studies 35, no. 3 (2015): 1-19. 
30 Khetran, Mir Sherbaz. "The potential and prospects of Gwadar Port." Strategic 
Studies 34 (2014): 70-89.  
31 Jalil, Ghazala Yasmin. "India’s Development of Sea-based Nuclear Capabilities." 
Strategic Studies 38, no. 1 (2018): 34-47 
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in result of CPEC, there will be an increase in economic activities in the 

Indian Ocean region. In this context, the responsibilities of the Pakistan 

Navy will be increased in many directions, from ensuring the Security of 

SLOCs to shielding their ports and coastal infrastructure. It will stretch 

the existing capability of the Pakistan Navy. Therefore, it needs to 

reorganize and modernize the Navy. Currently, Pakistan Navy is focusing 

on filling the operational and technological gaps as part of its 

modernization plan. Admiral Zafar Mehmood Abbasi, former Chief of 

Naval Staff of the Pakistan Navy, indicated that the future preferences 

of the Pakistan Navy are to achieve the next level of combat readiness 

and offensive capabilities by adding new platforms into the fleet and 

upgrading existing platforms, including the transfer of technology and 

the upcoming new project. The modernization plan offered by the 

Pakistan Navy addresses four principal concerns; necessitated 

modernization as part of routine, counter-measuring naval arms race 

initiated by India, coping with additional requirements demanded by the 

regional geo-strategic environment, and exploration of avenues of 

strategic cooperation with China. The modernization plan also focuses 

on projecting threats and challenges emanating from restructuring the 

Indian Ocean and addressing the possibility of installing naval blockades 

by adversaries.32 

          Pakistan navy understands its operation constraints and is 

cognizant of current friction in and around the Indian ocean. The idea 

that larger navies operating in the region will perceive the state of 

Hormuz as a manageable chokepoint is a plausible scenario. 

Quantitatively speaking, America and its allies would successfully run a 

naval blockade which is a primary concern for Pakistan as it will be a 

direct effect. In this aspect Pakistan Navy, in its modernization policy, 

hopes to increase the number of vessels and warships with a preference 

 
32 Hafiz, Anees. "CPEC Challenges, Seaward Economy & Pakistan Navy." Defence 
Journal 21, no. 10 (2018): 27-30. 
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for large offshore patrol vessels. This procurement would allow the 

Pakistan navy to actively monitor any deployments by adversaries that 

indicate the creation or execution of a blockade. To consolidate this 

strategy, Pakistan invests in procuring Chinese Yuan class Submarines to 

enhance its counter-blocked efforts. The current submarine fleet in 

service with Pakistan Navy is also being modernized to serve a similar 

objective from a defensive angle. In this aspect, the Pakistan navy has 

initiated the upgradation of PNS/M Hashmat, PNS/M Hurmat, PNS/M 

Hamza, PNS/M Saad, and PNS/M Khalid. Upgradation of these vessels 

ensures that Pakistan Navy can detect, preempt and intercept any 

offensive posturing adversaries. Pakistan Navy tends to upgrade its 

Sonar systems to enhance its detection capabilities.33 

          India has been investing a lot in the procurements of the Naval 

fleet, including enhancing its nuclear platforms. To minimize the threat 

from the increasing Indian influence in the Indian Ocean, Pakistan Navy 

tested its first Submarine-Launched Cruise Missile, Babur-3, in January 

2017 as a counterbalance to India's Missile development in the Sagarika 

K-Missile family.34 The growing concern for Pakistan Navy prompting this 

modernization is aimed at averting a full-blown arms race while 

maintaining strategic equilibrium. To boost its counter-offensive anti 

blockade capacity, Pakistan has also increased research and 

development in acquiring hypersonic ship-launched anti-ship weapon 

systems and anti-submarine and maritime surveillance aircraft. The 

recent procurement of long-range maritime patrol aircraft, the 

establishment of Naval Research and development institutes, and long-

endurance UAVs and UCAVs are all part of defensive modernizations 

concerning avoiding vulnerabilities.35 The modernization strategy is a 

 
33 Sodhi, Capt HPS. "PAKISTAN NAVY’S EMERGING UNDERWATER THREAT."  
34 Clary, Christopher, and Ankit Panda. "Safer at Sea? Pakistan's Sea-Based Deterrent 
and Nuclear Weapons Security." The Washington Quarterly 40, no. 3 (2017): 149-168. 
35 Singh, Abhijit. "Unmanned and Autonomous Vehicles and Future Maritime 
Operations in Littoral Asia." ORF Special Report (2016): 3-12. 
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crucial indicator of Pakistan's understanding of maritime restructuring in 

the Arabian sea and the Indian Ocean. Induction of defensive and 

counterbalancing strategies with strategic partnerships is a core 

indicator that all states, principal or subsidiary, understand the impact 

of maritime restructuring on Naval doctrines. It also indicates structural 

probabilities based on threat and capability assessment that the 

formation of a Naval blockade might prove to be a possible eventuality 

between contending parties. The asymmetric Naval posturing, 

modernization, and strategic dispositions indicate that nuclear-armed 

competitors will likely attempt to preserve deterrence through such 

measures. A similar strategy was noted during the Cuban Missile Crisis 

and the Taiwan Strait crisis, where escalatory tendencies were 

minimized through the institution of a Naval blockade.  

Conclusion 

Due to the connectivity between the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, 

the Pacific will cover the vulnerabilities of the Indian Ocean, and the 

vulnerability of the Indian Ocean will settle in the Pacific Ocean due to 

the trans-oceanic problem. Now when we talk about the Pakistan navy 

restructuring in the context of the Indian Ocean, we need to look at the 

maritime restructuring of the Pakistan navy at two levels. 1: What is the 

posture of Pakistan; defensive or offensive, when it comes to the 

maritime restructuring of SLOCs and the possibility of active blockade 

politics 2: Does the Pakistan Navy have the competitive offensive and 

defensive technology necessary to protect the increasing area of 

operation and to compete with their adversaries. This concern highly 

addresses core requirements in the maritime domain as a consequence 

of the 21st-century security matrix in the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

Pakistan Navy is trying to upgrade the existing technology by 

collaborating with China under the CPEC in the Pakistan Navy 

modernization plan. However, the current trajectory in which India and  
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The US's willingness to transform Indian ocean maritime requirements 

is a crucial challenge for the future of this modernization. The current 

situation of maritime restructuring in the Indian Ocean is based on a vast 

array of considerations. One principal consideration is an amalgamation 

of interests of Pacific Ocean nations with that of Indian Ocean nations. 

Projects like AUKUS, ANZUS, QUAD, and military exercises between 

South Asian and ASEAN Nations are a convergence of almost all vital 

global SLOCs chokepoints. Another consideration is the military 

modernization of the Naval platform by significant contenders within 

the Indian Ocean. US and China, along with their maritime doctrine, have 

inadvertently or consciously triggered an arms race between subsidiary 

maritime nations around the strait of Hormuz. US-Iran rivalry, India-

Pakistan competition, and Saudi-Yemen Crisis all have a solid maritime 

dimension warranting appropriate modernization of Naval postures of 

each contending nation. This competition may be termed either a fallout 

of Pacific Ocean competitiveness, a domino effect of maritime priorities 

of superpowers, a trickle-down effect of strategic partnerships and 

alliances, or even a novel circumstance of major geo-economic 

initiatives. In all eventualities mentioned here, principal indicators 

cannot be avoided; firstly, restructuring SLOCs in the Indian Ocean and 

reorganizing maritime priorities toward prospective blockade politics.  

        Pakistan Navy may become an auxiliary navy; then, it will be difficult 

for Pakistan to handle the maritime flow by CPEC. Pakistan navy will be 

more compressed as this is compressed now as well. Pakistan navy will 

overburden. It would be strategic fatigue for Pakistan Navy by the 

increasing importance of Gwadar port. Pakistan needs to bolster its Navy 

to cater to its threats as the maritime footprint of China will disturb 

America, and the maritime footprint of America will encourage India to 

stable an environment in this region which will create a blockade. India 

is working on a technological transfer intelligence sharing program. 

Pakistan must also partner with China on intelligence sharing and 
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technology transfer programs. As the outlook of the region has changed 

and, in this environment, an outdated navy or a supplementary navy is 

not suitable and Pakistani officials have said so many times that the 

biggest challenge for Pakistan in maritime restructuring would be e their 

sustainability of maritime interest as in such an environment, there is an 

increasing number of partners and contenders as well. Due to the 

increasing tensions in the Indian Ocean, it is our primary requirement to 

upgrade the Pakistan navy.  

        USA's projects in the Indo-Pacific, like AUKUS and ANZUS, are 

considered an aggressive step in the maritime region and the concept of 

Five Eyes in which they started an intelligence-sharing program. Also, 

under the QUAD project and Five Eyes, India can duplicate the USA as 

the USA is enabling India in the Indo-Pacific region to establish its 

dominance. Furthermore, if any of these projects work as per their 

expectations, then it would be a natural outcome of the blockade. 

Moreover, this situation if Pakistan cannot create bilateral relationships 

which China in the context of technology transfer and intelligence 

sharing programs, then the Pakistan navy will look like a backup navy in 

this situation of the blockade and the situation of Pakistan's 

confrontation with India, Pakistan cannot afford to become a backup 

navy. With the changing dynamics of maritime politics and increasing 

the importance of Gwadar port, Pakistan Navy will be overburdened. 

Pakistan Navy needs to have almost double the current size of the Navy 

due to the increasing area of operation. 

        Furthermore, in this undermining situation, the Pakistan navy must 

grow from its resources, technology, technological expertise, and 

doctrine. As in the security calculus of Pakistan navy is considered a 

defensive force, although the Pakistan navy has some offensive as well 

but only in severe conditions. Pakistan Navy needs to have some 

offensive platforms, some defensive platforms, and some strategies.


