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Abstract 

The post-2019 period is a crucial timeframe in the 

context of the reappearance of Tehrik -e- Taliban 

Pakistan (TTP), Islamic State Khorasan (IS-K) and 

other militant groups and the consequent rise of 

terrorist incidents in Pakistan. This paper aims to 

investigate the significant growth of terrorism in 

Pakistan as a threat to the country's internal security 

in the aforementioned era. This paper presents the 

concepts of internal security from the broader 

perspective of human and state security. The 

authors employ the situational method of 

qualitative approach encompassing various events 

and situations causing the intensity of terrorism in 

Pakistan in this phase covering two and half years 

(from January 2020 to June 2022). The concept of 

internal security is the perception of an act of 

keeping peace and maintaining law and order within 

the borders of a sovereign state by upholding the 

national law and defending against internal security 
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threats. Besides the increasing number of terror 

attacks and casualties as compared with the 

previous years, this period is additionally important 

due to the US withdrawal from Afghanistan and the 

return of Afghan Taliban to the power corridors of 

the war-ravaged country, ostensibly with high hopes 

of controlling terrorism in the region, affecting 

security situation in Pakistan as well. It has been 

identified that terrorism in the country during 2020 

had increased compared to the year 2019, and there 

was a sharp rise in 2021 and 2022, reinforcing a 

threat to the country's internal security.   

Keywords: Terrorism, Extremism, Pakistan, Threat, Internal Security 

Introduction 

The waves of terrorism noticeably increased in Pakistan from 2020 to 

2022 compared to its significant gradual reduction from 2015 to 2019 in 

the country. The accessible data acknowledged that in the year 2020, 

there had been a rise in the tally of terrorist incidents and terror-related 

deaths compared to the previous year. Such figures grew up in 2021 and 

2022, respectively.3 Pakistan has faced the menace of terrorism since 

the 1970s and 1980s, the eras of a disputed jihad in Afghanistan and a 

crucial growth of religious extremists in Pakistan. In the 1990s, the post-

cold war and in the 2000s, the post 9/11 eras, Pakistan continued to 

confront violent extremism and terrorism perpetrated by the Afghan’s 

jihad inspired extremist militant groups. The literature criticizes 

Pakistani rulers for their negligence of the rapid growth of violent 

 
3“Datasheet – Pakistan,” SATP. Available at: https://www.satp.org/datasheet-
terrorist-attack/fatalities/pakistan (Accessed on August 02, 2022). 

https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/pakistan
https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/pakistan


 Post-2019 Spike in Terrorism: A Threat to Internal Security of Pakistan                                                  

55 
 

extremism causing terrorism in the country.4 The post-9/11 period is 

vital as Pakistan's participation in the war on terror led by the US 

resulted in a strong reaction of religious fanatic elements involved in 

violent activism in the country.5 Apart from religious extremism, Baloch 

violent separatism has also gained momentum since the killing of Akbar 

Bugti, the former governor of Balochistan, in 2006.6 An author asserted 

that the current militancy in Balochistan surfaced due to attempts of the 

state to build new military cantonments and other mega-development 

projects in the province.7 Consequently, Balochistan Liberation Army 

(BLA) and some other separatist groups have been involved in terrorism, 

including attacks on security forces and civilians from other ethnicities 

based in the province. 

A significant reduction in terrorism in Pakistan was observed in mid 

of the 2000s due to military campaigns - a comprehensive military 

operation, “Zarb-e-Azb” in 2014, followed by another counterterrorism 

strategy, “Radul Fassad” in 2017. This decline in terrorism was 

pronounced till 2019, but 2020 witnessed a considerable upsurge in 

terrorism manifested in different parts of the country. There was a 

further sharp rise in 2021 and 2022, reinforcing a threat to the country's 

internal security. Therefore, the post-2019 period is a crucial timeframe 

 
4Khurshid Khan and Afifa Kiran, “Emerging Tendencies of Radicalization in Pakistan: A 
Proposed Counter-Radicalization Strategy,” Strategic Studies 32, no. 2/3 (2012): 20–
43. Available at: https://www.jstor.org/stable/48529358 (Accessed on August 02, 
2022). 
5John Braithwaite and Bina D’Costa, "Mapping Conflicts in Pakistan: State in Turmoil,” 
In Cascades of Violence: War, Crime and Peacebuilding Across South Asia, 271–320. 
(ANU Press, 2018), 271, Available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt22h6r7h.13 
(Accessed on August 03, 2022). 
6Gazdar Haris, “Bugti and the Baloch Cause,” Economic and Political Weekly 41, no. 39 
(2006): 4100–4101, available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/4418743 (Accessed on 
August 15, 2022). 
7Sajjad Akhtar, “Balochistan versus Pakistan,” Economic and Political Weekly 42, no. 
45/46 (2007): 73–79, Available at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/40276835 (Accessed 
on August 04, 2022). 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/48529358
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt22h6r7h.13
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4418743
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40276835
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in the context of the consequent rise of terrorist incidents impacting the 

internal security of Pakistan. This is the period of reappearance of 

Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and Islamic State Khorasan (IS-K), having 

supra-state and supra-national ideology in concert with other terrorist 

groups in Pakistan. According to a section of scholarly work, the 

resurgence of terrorist activities in Pakistan bears testimony to the fact 

that the state could not achieve the total goals of the counter-terrorist 

actions in the country.8  

The post-2019 era is additionally important due to the US 

withdrawal from Afghanistan and the return of the Afghan Taliban (AT) 

to the power corridors of the war-ravaged country, affecting the security 

situation in Pakistan as well. This paper aims to investigate the 

significant growth of terrorism in Pakistan as a threat to the country's 

internal security in the aforementioned era. The primary intention of 

this study is to systematically analyze the events concerning the rise of 

terrorism and its threats to various dimensions of internal security of the 

country in the stated period (2020-2022). Since the main subject of the 

study is new waves of terrorism as a threat to Pakistan's internal 

security, this paper presents the concepts of internal security from the 

broader perspective of human and state security. 

Literature Review 

The disparity in the existing literature on the research theme was also 

among the important reasons for choosing this topic, as there was less 

attention in current scientific works on the subject of the mounting 

terrorist waves threatening related security aspects in Pakistan. 

Literature on terrorism in Pakistan mainly focused on underlying causes 

of religious extremism and terrorism, socio-economic disparities fueling 

 
8Shahzeb Ali Rathore, “Pakistan,” Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses 9, no. 1 
(2017): 51–55.  
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terrorism, weaknesses of civilian institutions like the National Counter 

Terrorism Authority (NACTA) and other governance issues. Some of the 

literature analyzed the rise of terrorism till mid of the second half of the 

2000s when the State of Pakistan decided to launch comprehensive 

operations against the terrorists. About the fast spread of terrorism till 

mid of the second half of the 2000s, an article endorsed that Pakistan 

ranked third among the top five countries with 82% terrorist activities in 

the world in 2014.9 There are many other research articles covering the 

studies on rising terrorism in Pakistan till mid of the second decade of 

the 2000s. 

In particular, there is negligible attention by scholars towards the 

rise of terror activism and its threats to the internal security of Pakistan 

in the post-2019 timeframe. For instance, quoting then Foreign Minister 

Qureshi having a claim of Indian funding to the militant groups in 

Pakistan, an author admitted the seriousness of the situation concerning 

terrorism in the country in 2020, but this piece of the literature did not 

cover the broader scenario of rising terrorism in the post-2019 era.10 

This academic work has underlined the gravity of non-traditional 

security threats for the country and its institutions with novel 

challenges. The existing literature acknowledges the rise of terrorist 

incidents in 2020 and ahead, but the severity of threats to internal 

security has not been clearly identified. Madiha Afzal, a Pakistani 

scholar, alluded that a spike in terrorism was registered in the post-2019 

timeframe, partially touching upon foreign policy concerns linked with 

terrorism in Pakistan and the region. The author also highlighted some 

regional dynamics fueling terrorism and international pressures being 

applied on Pakistan through tools like Financial Action Task Force 

 
9Sajjad Haider, Carmen de P. Heredero, Munir Ahmed and Sumaira Dustgeer, 
“Identifying Causes of Terrorism in Pakistan,” The Dialogue X, no.3 (2015): 220-236.  
10Rakhshanda Iqbal, “Sources of Terrorism Financing in Pakistan and Pakistan’s Efforts 
to Stamp out those Sources,” Pakistan Journal of Terrorism Research 3, no. 1 (2021): 
87-111.  
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(FATF).11 Particularly covering terrorism trends in Pakistan, Hassan 

Abbas, a Pakistani scholar based in the US, highlighted causes of 

radicalization and socio-economic disparities fanning extremism and 

terrorism and criticized "Pakistan's lacklustre" approach to 

counterterrorism.12 Although his findings do not reflect the timeframe 

being reviewed yet, his perspective is critical for understanding 

underlying causes fluctuating with various triggers, either in the form of 

domestic factors and regional constraints or systemic pressures. The 

literature though endorsed the spiraling effect - both sides; decrease in 

terrorism and occasional spike, yet, mainly focused on domestic causes 

of extremism and terrorism with little coverage of regional and systemic 

challenges. Another piece of scholarly work, while underscoring the 

impact of terrorism, revealed an interesting facet of the economy that 

can help boost compatible infrastructure through the development of 

various programs, including enriching tourism to control terrorism.13 

This article too, did not concentrate on the post-2019 climbing waves of 

terrorism in Pakistan and the possible impact on the whole ambit of 

internal security in the country.  

The worsening security situation in 2020 and onwards, specifically 

after the US withdrawal from Afghanistan in 2021 and 2022, resultant 

cross-border terrorism emanating from sanctuaries on Afghan soil and 

constraining Pakistan’s counterterrorism strategy (in 2020-2022) have 

 
11Madiha Afzal, “Terrorism in Pakistan has Declined, but the Underlying Roots of 
Extremism Remain,” Brookings.edu, Available at: 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/15/terrorism-in-
pakistan-has-declined-but-the-underlying-roots-of-extremism-remain/ (Accessed on 
August 05, 2022).  
12Hassan Abbas, “Extremism and Terrorism Trends in Pakistan: Changing Dynamics 
and New Challenges,’’ Combating Terrorism Centre 14, no.2 (February 2021): 44-51, 
Available at: https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CTC-SENTINEL-
022021.pdf (Accessed on August 05, 2022). 
13Muhammad A. Nadeem et al. “Impacts of Terrorism, Governance Structure, Military 
Expenditures and Infrastructures upon Tourism: Empirical Evidence from an Emerging 
Economy,” Eurasian Bus Rev 10 (2020): 185–206. 

https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/15/terrorism-in-pakistan-has-declined-but-the-underlying-roots-of-extremism-remain/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2021/01/15/terrorism-in-pakistan-has-declined-but-the-underlying-roots-of-extremism-remain/
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CTC-SENTINEL-022021.pdf
https://ctc.usma.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CTC-SENTINEL-022021.pdf
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been overlooked in the existing scientific studies. After the review of the 

current scholarly work, it has been established that the prevailing 

literature does not give a wider picture of an upsurge in terrorism as a 

threat to the internal security of Pakistan during the under-review 

timeframe - 2020-2022. Thus, this research fills the gap in the prevailing 

academic efforts by focusing on a stated time slot and evaluating various 

contributory factors in the spike of terrorist incidents in Pakistan.  

Theoretical Perspective  

Security studies have evolved over the decades, and their explanation 

has been contingent upon the national interest of the affected 

country(s) and the operative regional and global environment. In a 

definition, the concept of security simply refers to the safety and 

protection of some entity.14 The security perception became wide with 

multiple challenges to states, and human security encompasses the 

security of the individuals to the security of a community of individuals 

belonging to a particular ethnic or religious belief. Peter Hough defined 

the basic concept of security, “security refers to the protection of values 

we hold dear”.15 If security is deficient in the case of personal security or 

security of communities, then it poses a threat to human security as a 

part of the state’s security or the national security of a state. Late 

Mahbub ul Haq, the famous Pakistani economist of international repute, 

was perhaps the founder of the concept of existing human security 

debate, "for [the] human security approach human beings are the core 

elements", and not just human being as individuals but complex beings 

whose individuality arise and linked through relationships 

 
14 Ibid. 
15Peter Hough et al., International Security Studies Theory and Practice (New York: 
Routledge, 2015), PP.3-4.     
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(communities).16 The spectrum of human security is much wider, as 

enunciated in the United Nations Human Security Handbook.17 Human 

security is not restricted to community security seeking protection alone 

from physical vulnerabilities, the host of challenges from traditional and 

non-traditional security – poverty, hunger, migrations, organized crimes, 

terrorism and environmental threats are part of the human security 

spectrum. A multidimensional analytical framework can assist 

institutions and governments in assessing, developing and 

implementing an integrated strategy for a broader range of complex 

issues requiring global responses.   

The aforesaid concept revolved around physical security either in 

terms of law enforcement by state apparatus or social and economic 

survival of the impacted individuals or communities, as targeting these 

individuals and communities by the militants would be considered a 

threat to human security. State sovereignty is the most important 

element in the security of a state. According to a description of state 

security, it is centered on preserving the sovereign state from threats.18 

Terrorist groups breach the security barriers and challenge the state's 

writ as an authority of state or representational shield of the state to 

protect it from possible threats.19 In case of challenges to the state's writ 

 
16 Des Gasper, “Concepts of Human Security,” Routledge Handbook of Human 
Security, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2013), pp. 28-42, Available at: 
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/19747795.pdf (Accessed on August 06, 2022). 
17"An integrated approach for realizing the Sustainable Development Goals and the 
priority areas of the international community and the United Nations system," 
Human Security Handbook, Available at: https://www.un.org/humansecurity/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/h2.pdf (Accessed on August 07, 2022).   
18Christine Chinkin, Arundhati Roy and Richard Falk, "Human Security vs State 
Security,” In World Tribunal on Iraq: Making the Case Against War, edited by Müge 
Gürsoy Sökmen, 1st ed., 430–40, (Between the Lines, 2015), Available at: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1rfzxf9.51 (Accessed on August 05, 2022). 
19Nasir Khan, “Weak governance and writ of the state,” Daily Times, November 07, 

2018, Available at: https://dailytimes.com.pk/319223/weak-governance-and-writ-of-

the-state/ (Accessed on August 05, 2022). 

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/19747795.pdf
https://www.un.org/humansecurity/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/h2.pdf
https://www.un.org/humansecurity/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/h2.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1rfzxf9.51
https://dailytimes.com.pk/319223/weak-governance-and-writ-of-the-state/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/319223/weak-governance-and-writ-of-the-state/
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or sovereignty of the state, the sovereignty forces of the state should act 

through kinetic actions to restore the state's writ.  

Given the scope of this paper and its limitations, human security is 

being evaluated through the prism of terrorism in Pakistan from January 

2020 to June 2022. In the above backdrop, the study is aimed at 

investigating challenges to personal security, security of communities 

and state sovereignty. The concept of human security is at the center 

stage of Pakistan’s National Security priorities – National Security Policy 

2022- 2026.20 TTP realized that the US was about to withdraw from 

Afghanistan in the second half of 2021. They were emboldened to wrest 

a share in the power pie of Pakistan and intensified attacks on the state’s 

law enforcing agencies and military installations in the different areas of 

the county. Terrorism being a non-traditional security threat, transforms 

into a traditional security threat when terrorist resorts to pitch battles 

against security forces. Besides the threats to the common individuals 

or security personnel as personal insecurity, the community's security 

also became under threat in Pakistan, as the Christian community, Shiite 

community and Hazara-Shia community were being targeted by the 

militants in the country. 

Application of some international relations theories is necessary to 

understand the waves of terrorism, its causes and impacts. Alex P. 

Schmidt, the renowned scholar in terrorism studies, offered several 

terrorism theories encompassing the role of states in sponsoring and 

perpetuating terrorism and individual and group level ideological 

motivations, radicalization, indoctrination and other socio-

anthropological factors analyzing the motivations and incentives to 

 
20“Human security- Challenges and Opportunities,” National Security Policy of 
Pakistan 2022-2026, (2022), P.44-46, Available at: https://static.theprint.in/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/NSP.pdf (Accessed on August 09, 2022). 

https://static.theprint.in/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/NSP.pdf
https://static.theprint.in/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/NSP.pdf
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individual terrorists and their networks.21 Such theories (especially 

radicalization and indoctrination) are useful if applied in conjunction 

with the theory of foreign policy - Neoclassical Realism. According to the 

concept of radicalization, it happens as a result of three elements 

coming together: the individuals’ desires, the narrative to which they are 

subjected, and the groups in which they are implanted.22 Here emotional 

vulnerability such as anger, alienation, and marginalization might be 

considered as push risk factors as many individuals are being pushed into 

radicalization by their insight of the disappointment of all nonviolent 

options, including political contributions, civil society acts, peaceable 

objections etc. In many of these cases, the persons join a like-minded 

violent group, and they believe and accept the beliefs and views held by 

their group. The concept of indoctrination, it means teaching someone 

to accept a set of beliefs without questioning these beliefs. According to 

the indoctrination in violent extremism and terrorism, the individuals' 

extremist beliefs exaggerate, and they view violence as necessary to 

support their beliefs. At this stage, individuals tend to connect with 

violent groups that embrace the same terrorist views.23  

Neoclassical Realism is a theory of international relations regarding 

the connection of foreign policy with the internal situation of a state. It 

is an approach of foreign policy analysis focusing on the states' external 

policies, including security strategy impacted by the state's domestic 

affairs. The states respond to the limits and prospects of the 

 
21Alex P. Schmid, The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research, (New York: 
Routledge, 2011), PP. 201-225. 
22Arie W. Kruglanski, Jocelyn J. Bélanger  & Rohan Gunaratna, “Significance Quest 
Theory of Radicalization,” The Three Pillars of Radicalization: Needs, Narratives, and 
Networks  (New York, 2019; online edn, Oxford Academic, 23 May 
2019). https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190851125.003.0003 (Accessed on October 
14, 2022).  
23Allison G. Smith, “How Radicalization to Terrorism Occurs in the United States: 
What Research Sponsored by the National Institute of Justice Tells Us,” OJP.gov, June 
2018. https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/250171.pdf (Accessed on October 11, 2022). 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780190851125.003.0003
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/250171.pdf
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international arrangements, but domestic factors such as political 

environment, strategic culture and leader perceptions shape their 

responses. This study investigates the rise of terrorist waves in Pakistan 

in 2020-2022 from a neoclassical realist perspective pursuing to 

understand international political affairs and security policy of the state 

by considering the internal environment impacted by the radicalization 

and indoctrination of the militant groups. It argues that Pakistan's tense 

regional security milieu, terrorism committed by violent groups, and 

weak responses in law enforcement influence the foreign and security 

policy of the state.24 

In this paper, the attention remains on terrorism and its related 

threats in the aforementioned timeframe (January 2020 to June 2022), 

and this theoretical framework is an appropriate conceptual outline for 

the study.25 The regional players sponsor terrorism with proxies and 

exploit terrorism as a tool of their external strategies to harm Pakistan’s 

strategic interests in the region. After a two-decade-long war on 

terrorism in Afghanistan, Pakistan as a state is struggling to maintain a 

delicate balance between overbearing systemic pressures, a hostile 

regional environment and fragile domestic optics. For instance, apart 

from a state's position in international affairs as a crucial element in a 

state’s foreign policy, the domestic situation can also affect a state’s 

foreign policy.26 

 
24Arshad Mahmood, “Combating Terrorism in Pakistan: Post 9/11 -A Neoclassical 
Realist Perspective,” (PhD Thesis, NDU Islamabad, 2019). 
http://prr.hec.gov.pk/jspui/handle/123456789/13434 (Accessed on September 10, 
2022). 
25G. Rose, “Neoclassical Realism and Theories of Foreign Policy,” World Politics 51 
no.1(1998):144–172. 
26Ali A. Omar, “ Is There Anything ‘New’ in Neoclassical Realism?,” IR.info, February 

13, 2013, Available at: https://www.e-ir.info/2013/02/13/is-there-anything-new-

in-neoclassical-realism/ (Accessed on August 09, 2022).  

http://prr.hec.gov.pk/jspui/handle/123456789/13434
https://www.e-ir.info/2013/02/13/is-there-anything-new-in-neoclassical-realism/%20(Accessed
https://www.e-ir.info/2013/02/13/is-there-anything-new-in-neoclassical-realism/%20(Accessed
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By collecting and analyzing the secondary data in this study, the authors 

applied the situational approach of a qualitative approach to address the 

questions of why and how terrorism rose in 2020, 2021 and 2022 and 

what were its impacts on the internal security of the state? The security 

perspective of the situational approach offers a design to analyze the 

situations concerning challenges to the security of the state, and in the 

case of terrorism, it analyses circumstances that erupted due to 

terrorism, its causes and impacts.27 It is about the facts encompassing 

various events and situations causing the intensity of terrorism in 

Pakistan in the phase covering two and half years (from January 2020 to 

June 2022). This design is a methodological tool for studying complex 

situations.28 Then, this systematic instrument is appropriate to analyze 

the complicated situation linked to terrorism and its threats to Pakistan's 

various aspects of security. Likewise, for a better understanding of the 

prevailing conditions concerning terrorism, the comparative method is 

furthermore important in order to comparatively analyze the 

circumstances in the pre- and post-2019 eras. Examining similar and 

dissimilar variables, the comparative method of political studies involves 

assessing the comparison of the political structures, institutions, policies 

of the state and behavior of the state and other actors.29 

 

 

 
27G.R. Newman, “Situational Approaches to Terrorism,” In: G. Bruinsma, D. Weisburd, 
(eds) Encyclopedia of Criminology and Criminal Justice, (New York: Springer, 2014). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-5690-2_95.  
28J. Kalenda,“Situational analysis as a framework for interdisciplinary research in the 
social sciences,” De Gruyter, 2016, Available at: https://doi.org/10.1515/humaff-
2016-0029 (Accessed on August 12, 2022). 
29 Jay Steinmetz, “Comparative Politics,” Politics, Power, and Purpose: An Orientation 
to Political Science, (Kansas: Fort Hays State University, 2021), p.174. 
https://fhsu.pressbooks.pub/orientationpolisci/chapter/chapter-9-public-law-and-
pre-law-training/.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-5690-2_95
file:///C:/Users/DELL/Downloads/De%20Gruyter
https://doi.org/10.1515/humaff-2016-0029
https://doi.org/10.1515/humaff-2016-0029
https://fhsu.pressbooks.pub/orientationpolisci/chapter/chapter-9-public-law-and-pre-law-training/
https://fhsu.pressbooks.pub/orientationpolisci/chapter/chapter-9-public-law-and-pre-law-training/
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Rise of Terrorism in 2020-2022 

Although the timeframe of this study is from January 2020 to June 2022, 

but for contextualizing the trend in terrorism, the authors also 

presented an overview of a decline in terrorist activism from 2015 to 

2019 (and its reasons) and a gradual upsurge in subsequent years. 

Terrorism was at its peak in approximately one and half decades of the 

2000s era in Pakistan as a number of significant terrorist incidents 

occurred in the country until 2014. According to Global Terrorism Index 

2015, Pakistan was among the five countries reported for 78 % of deaths 

in terrorism in 2014.30 A significant rise in terrorist incidents forced the 

state of Pakistan to launch a comprehensive operation against the 

terrorists in the year (2014), having more than 5,000 deaths contributed 

by more than 1,500 terrorist incidents in the country. These incidents 

included two major terrorist attacks: a high-profile damaging terrorist 

assault by foreign terrorists on Karachi Airport in June 2014 and the 

brutal crime of killing 130 innocent children by targeting the Army Public 

School at Peshawar in December of the same year. The long-awaited 

comprehensive military operation titled "Zarb e Azb” started 

immediately after the attack on the Karachi Airport in June 2014, but 

terrorism was not controlled till December, as the children were brutally 

murdered in the Peshawar school before the year’s end. However, the 

much-touted National Action Plan (NAP) was crafted after galvanizing 

national consensus in the All-Parties Conference, giving Pakistan's 

Military a free hand to broaden its kinetic actions and combing of 

troubled regions. As a result of the broader military strikes in the 

different parts of the country, including Waziristan, the main hub of 

terrorism in the country, there was a considerable halt in the growing 

 
30“Global Terrorism Index 2015,” Institute for Economic Peace, (2015), Available at: 
https://privacyinternational.org/sites/default/files/2018-
02/Global%20Terrorism%20Index%202015%2C%20Institute%20for%20Economics%2
0%26%20Peace.pdf (Accessed on August 13, 2022). 

https://privacyinternational.org/sites/default/files/2018-02/Global%20Terrorism%20Index%202015%2C%20Institute%20for%20Economics%20%26%20Peace.pdf
https://privacyinternational.org/sites/default/files/2018-02/Global%20Terrorism%20Index%202015%2C%20Institute%20for%20Economics%20%26%20Peace.pdf
https://privacyinternational.org/sites/default/files/2018-02/Global%20Terrorism%20Index%202015%2C%20Institute%20for%20Economics%20%26%20Peace.pdf
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terrorism in the country in 2015.31 The data collected through web 

sources shows that with more than 900 incidents, there was an 

approximately 40% decline in terrorist activities in 2015 compared to the 

previous year.32 The trend of reduction in terrorism continued during 

2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 with 526, 294, 164 and 136 terrorist 

incidents respectively. It was the post-2014 period when Pakistan 

claimed to win the war against terrorism.33 

According to the data cited in the table below, the year 2020, with 

506 deaths in 193 incidents, demonstrates an increase in terrorist 

activism in the country. This upsurge continued in the year 2021, with 

663 deaths in 276 terrorist incidents. As this study also covers 2022 

under its timeframe, it is important to mention that about 500 people 

were killed in the first six months of this year. The years 2021 and 2022 

are further crucial as US troops withdrew from Pakistan's neighborhood 

and the Afghan Taliban, which seized power in Kabul on August 15 

(2021), continued their efforts to stabilize their government in the 

country in 2022. The Taliban’s success in Afghanistan led to the 

establishment of a government supported by Pakistan on the one hand, 

whereas on the other hand, the Pakistani violent militant groups that 

once had fled to Afghanistan after military operations in Pakistan tried 

to resume their violent activities in the country (Pakistan).34 As for 

 
31Madeeha Anwar, “Report: Noticeable Decline in Pakistan’s Terror Fatalities in 2016, 
"VOA, November 19, 2017, Available at: https://www.voanews.com/a/noticeable-
decline-in-pakistan-terror fatalities/4125523.html (Accessed on August 16, 2022). 
32“Data Sheet-Pakistan: Yearly Fatalities,” SATP, Available at:  
https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/pakistan (Accessed on 
August 14, 2022). 
33“A factsheet on Pakistan CT effort,” Embassy of Pakistan Washington, December 16, 

2017, https://embassyofpakistanusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Factsheet-

on-Pakistan%E2%80%99s-CT-Effort.pdf (Accessed on September 01, 2022). 
34Antonio Giustozzi, “The Resurgence of the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan,” RUSI, August 
12 2021, Available at: https://rusi.org/explore-our 
research/publications/commentary/resurgence-tehrik-i-taliban-pakistan (Accessed 
July 22, 2022). 

https://www.voanews.com/author/madeeha-anwar/ikiqo
https://www.voanews.com/a/noticeable-decline-in-pakistan-terror%20fatalities/4125523.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/noticeable-decline-in-pakistan-terror%20fatalities/4125523.html
https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/pakistan
https://embassyofpakistanusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Factsheet-on-Pakistan%E2%80%99s-CT-Effort.pdf
https://embassyofpakistanusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Factsheet-on-Pakistan%E2%80%99s-CT-Effort.pdf
https://rusi.org/explore-our
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Pakistan's support to the Afghan Taliban, though there are also other 

matters but the country (Pakistan) had been supporting the group 

(Afghan Taliban) due to the Indian factor and maintaining specific 

leverage over future political dispensation in Afghanistan. However, 

with the defiant Afghan Taliban, extending tacit support to TTP and 

looking the other way over this group (TTP)’s terrorist acts inside 

Pakistan proved counterproductive as the presence of TTP’s sanctuaries 

on Afghan soil and AT’s sympathy with this group caused complications. 

Even the law enforcement agencies of Pakistan had hinted in 

advance about the waves of terrorism in the country once the Afghan 

Taliban took over in Afghanistan. This could be attributed to a soft 

corner by the Afghan Taliban towards TTP stationed and operating from 

shelters on Afghan soil, which started exploiting the situation. Secondly, 

anti-Pakistan forces facing daunting challenges in post-US withdrawal 

time also added to existing complexities. It does mean that Pakistan 

perceived fewer terrorist activities during the US presence in 

Afghanistan. The terrorist attacks with less or more frequency continued 

in Pakistan even before the Taliban regime in Afghanistan. At that time, 

one reason for terrorist waves in Pakistan was the reaction to US 

operations near Pak-Afghan border and fear of drone strikes against TTP 

and other militant organizations. Another aspect is that AT’s victory in 

2021 in Afghanistan might be an encouraging element for TTP, stressing 

a share in the power pie of Pakistan through stepping up terrorist 

activities in the country. Furthermore, the chaos in Afghanistan during 

the US withdrawal was profitably utilized by TTP to inflict a crippling 

blow on Pakistani law enforcement agencies (LEAs). The Government of 

Pakistan had been engaging TTP’s leadership by offering a window of 

opportunity for this terrorist entity to renounce violence and become 

part of mainstream society; however, successive efforts remained 

unfruitful. AT-TTP ideological linkage was yet another factor inhibiting 

AT from clamping down on TTP activities on Afghan soil.  
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In case of the reappearance of militant groups in Pakistan, their sleeping 

cells throughout the country might be reactivated. The increasing 

number of casualties in the terrorist attacks in 2020-2022 evidenced the 

recurrence of the terrorist groups and their associates as civilians, 

including individuals and religious and ethnic communities, and security 

forces were the target of the terrorist groups in this period. For example, 

169 civilians and 178 security personnel were among 506 deaths in 193 

terror incidents reported in 2020. Similarly, 214 were civilians, and 226 

were security persons among the 663 deaths in 267 terrorist incidents 

in 2021, and finally, 143 were civilians and 193 were security personnel, 

a total of 515 deaths in 175 incidents in the first six months of 2022. 

There were people associated with the different religious and ethnic 

communities among the civilian deaths, and similarly, there were 

military, paramilitary and police personnel among the security forces’ 

deaths during the terrorism in Pakistan in 2020-2022. In light of the data 

collected, a sizable increase in terrorist activities is confirmed as the 

period of 2020-2022 witnessed several terrorist attacks, including a 

number of suicide blasts.35 The attacks were reportedly perpetrated by 

different religiously inspired militants, violent sectarian groups, violent 

nationalist groups and separatist insurgents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
35“Pakistan Security Report-2021,” Research Journal Conflict and Peace Studies14, 
1(Jan-Jun 2021), accessed August 09, 2022, https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-
content/uploads/2022/01/Sr2021FinalWithTitles.pdf.  

https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Sr2021FinalWithTitles.pdf
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Sr2021FinalWithTitles.pdf
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Table 1: Terrorist Incidents and Fatalities (January 2014-June 2022) 

Source: https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist attack/fatalities/pakistan.36 

Recurrence of Terrorist Groups in 2020-2022 

The recurrence of some of the religiously inspired violent, separatist and 

ethnic terrorist groups in Pakistan has been identified as one of the main 

reasons for the rise of terrorism in 2020. Such activities continued in 

2021 and 2022 in the country as well. A report for the year 2020 

prepared by a Pakistani research institute discovered that main terrorist 

groups reorganized their violent activities in different parts of the 

country in 2020.37 For example, TTP and its associates resumed 

 
36“Data Sheet-Pakistan: Yearly Fatalities,” SATP. 
37“Pakistan Security Report-2020,” Research Journal Conflict and Peace Studies13, 
1(Jan-June 2021), Available at: https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf (Accessed on August 09, 2022). 

Year 
Incidents 
of Killing Civilians 

Security 
Forces 

Terrorists/Insurgents
/Extremists 

Not 
Specified Total 

2014 1569 1471 508 3268 263 5510 

2015 950 866 339 2407 73 3685 

2016 526 541 291 897 68 1797 

2017 294 439 216 533 81 1269 

2018 164 363 158 162 10 693 

2019 136 142 137 86 0 365 

2020 193 169 178 159 0 506 

2021 267 214 226 223 0 663 

2022 
(January

-June) 
175 143 193 179 0 515 

Total** 15854 20956 7748 33656 3208 65568 

https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf
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regrouping in tribal areas of Pakistan bordering Afghanistan during the 

year. This group claiming about 46 per cent of the total 67 terrorist 

attacks in the country in 2020, still remained among the major actors of 

volatility in Pakistan in 2021 and 2022. Another religiously inspired 

terrorist group, IS-K, committed various violent activities, including two 

major attacks in 2020 in Balochistan and Khyber-Pakhtoonkhwa (KPK) 

provinces and its brutal actions were repeated in 2021 and 2022. One of 

the two major attacks reportedly perpetrated by IS-K was a powerful 

bomb blast in a mosque during evening prayers in Quetta, the capital 

city of Balochistan, in January 2020, killing at least 15 worshipers and 

injuring around 20 others.38 In another cruel incident, at least ten 

students of a religious seminary in Peshawar, the capital city of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa, were killed, and above 100 others were injured in 

October 2020.39 This religious school of the Deobandi Islamic law was 

described as pro-Afghan Taliban’s theological seminary, and according 

to the media reports, there is solid proof of the involvement of IS-K in 

this bomb explosion.40 Targeting particular ethnic-religious communities 

was one of the horrible objectives of IS-K as terrorists of this group also 

assassinated eleven coal mine workers of the Shia Hazara community by 

cutting their gullets and wounding four others in a fatal attack in Kachi 

district of Balochistan in January 2021.41 On March 04, 2022, IS-K 

 
38Ayaz Gul, “Pakistan Mosque Bombing Kills 15,” VOA, January 10, 2020, Available at:  
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_pakistan-mosque-bombing-kills-
15/6182409.html (Accessed on July 30, 2022). 
39Abdul Sayed, “Islamic State Khorasan Province’s Peshawar Seminary Attack and War 
Against Afghan Taliban Hanafis,” Terrorism Monitor18 no.21, (2020): 7-10, Available 
at: https://jamestown.org/program/islamic-state-khorasan-provinces-peshawar-
seminary-attack-and-war-against-afghan-taliban-hanafis/ (Accessed on August 09, 
2022). 
40Ibid. 
41“Pakistan coal miners kidnapped and killed in IS attack,” BBC, January 03, 2021, 
Available at:  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55522830 (Accessed on August 
14, 2022). 

https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_pakistan-mosque-bombing-kills-15/6182409.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_pakistan-mosque-bombing-kills-15/6182409.html
https://jamestown.org/analyst/abdul-sayed/
https://jamestown.org/program/islamic-state-khorasan-provinces-peshawar-seminary-attack-and-war-against-afghan-taliban-hanafis/
https://jamestown.org/program/islamic-state-khorasan-provinces-peshawar-seminary-attack-and-war-against-afghan-taliban-hanafis/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-55522830
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claimed to kill at least 61 worshippers and injured 196 others in a suicide 

assault on a Shi'ite Mosque at a locality in Peshawar.42  

From January 2020 to June 2022, the Baloch insurgent groups also 

exacerbated their attacks on security forces and state installations in the 

different areas of the province of Balochistan. The insurgent groups 

which remained active in this period in the province were Baloch 

Liberation Army (BLA), Balochistan Liberation Front (BLF), Baloch 

Republican Guard (BRG), Balochistan Liberation Tigers (BLT), Baloch 

Republican Army (BRA) and United Baloch Army (UBA).43 BLA and BLF 

were the two main factions which committed 24 assaults out of the total 

34 executed by the Baloch rebels in the country in 2020, and such 

happenings continued in 2021 and 2022. For instance, at least 10 

persons were killed and 35 injured in a suicide blast hitting a Police 

vehicle near the Quetta on February 17, 2020.44 In another attack, at 

least 16 Army personnel were killed by Balochistan Liberation Tigers 

(BLT) at an army check post in the Dera Bugti District of Balochistan on 

February 19, 2020.45 These types of attacks on the security personnel in 

Balochistan were reported throughout the year and onwards.46 On 

 
42Sophia Saifi and Saleem Mehsud, "ISIS claim responsibility for blast killing dozens at 
Shia Mosque in Pakistan's Peshawar," CNN, March 05, 2022, Available at: 
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/04/asia/pakistan-peshawar-blast-intl/index.html 
(Accessed on August 18, 2022). 
43“Overview of Security in 2021: Critical Challenges and Recommendations,” Pakistan 
Security Report 2021, Pak Institute for Peace Studies (PIPS), 2021, Available at: 
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Overview_PIPS-
SR_2021.pdf (Accessed on August 21, 2022). 
44“Suicide bombing in Quetta leaves 10 dead, 35 injured,” Daily Times, February 18, 

2020, Available at: https://dailytimes.com.pk/560323/suicide-bombing-in-quetta-

leaves-10-dead-35-injured/ (Accessed on August 15, 2022). 
45Zeus H. Mendez, “Repression and Revolt in Balochistan,” Journal of Indo-Pacific 

Affairs, FALL (2020): 43-61, Available at: 

https://media.defense.gov/2020/Aug/31/2002488092/-1/1/1/MENDEZ.PDF 

(Aaccessed on August 16, 2022).  
46Ibid. 

https://edition.cnn.com/2022/03/04/asia/pakistan-peshawar-blast-intl/index.html
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Overview_PIPS-SR_2021.pdf
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Overview_PIPS-SR_2021.pdf
https://dailytimes.com.pk/560323/suicide-bombing-in-quetta-leaves-10-dead-35-injured/
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February 17, 2021, at least five personnel of the state’s paramilitary 

forces, including a junior officer, were killed while six others were 

injured when BLA’s rebels assaulted two security check posts in two 

different places of the Kahan area (Kohlu District) of Balochistan.47 On 

January 26, 2022, ten soldiers of military forces were killed in a terrorist 

attack on a security check post in the Kech area of the province.48 BLA 

also claimed to have killed three Chinese academics and their Pakistani 

driver in a suicide bombing near the University of Karachi's Confucius 

Institute on April 26 2022.49  

The Pakistani security forces based in the tribal region, especially 

Waziristan, also remained targets of terrorists in 2020-2022. For 

instance, on August 11, 2020, a brigadier and three Pakistan army 

soldiers were injured in a suicide assault in the Laddha neighborhood of 

South Waziristan, bordering Afghanistan.50 Such attacks on the military 

forces continued in the tribal area of Pakistan bordering Afghanistan in 

2021 as four soldiers and four terrorists were killed in an exchange of 

fire that erupted after the terrorist attack on a security check post in 

Makeen locality of South Waziristan on February 11, 2021.51 Although 

terrorists involved in many of the cases are not identified but TTP is 

 
47“Balochistan Major Incidents 2021,” SATP, Available at: 
https://www.satp.org/other-data/pakistan-balochistan/major-incidents_2021 
(Accessed on August 29, 2022). 
48“Pakistan: Timeline (Terrorist Activities) -2022,” SATP, Available at: 

https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan (Accessed on August 19, 2022). 
49Raghav Bikhchandani, “Karachi University bombing latest attack by ‘restructured’, 
more aggressive Baloch insurgency,” April 28, 2022, The Print, Available at: 
https://theprint.in/world/behind-karachi-university-bombing-a-restructured-more-
aggressive-baloch-insurgency/933600/ (Accessed on August 20, 2022). 
50“Pakistan Attacks on Military Personnel:2020,” SATP, Available at: 
www.satp.org/other-data/pakistan/Military_2020 (Accessed on August 19, 2022). 
51“Pakistan: Timeline (Terrorist Activities) -2021,” SAPT, Available at: 
https://www.satp.org/terrorist-activity/pakistan-Feb-2021 (Accessed on August 20, 
2022). 
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reportedly accused of most of the terrorist attacks in tribal areas, 

including Waziristan.52 

Sindh province of Pakistan also faced the challenge of emerging 

terrorism in 2020-2022. In 2020, Sindhi nationalist factions carried out 

ten violent attacks in different parts of Sindh province, and eight of them 

were committed by a group called “Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army 

(SRA)”.53 For instance, SRA claimed responsibility for a hand grenade 

attack on a Punjabi settler’s stockroom in a Bazar in the Ghotki area on 

August 08, 2020, in which four people were wounded. The organization 

again claimed twin grenade assaults on the Pakistani security forces’ 

offices in Shikarpur and Jacobabad cities on August 10, 2022.54 

Perils to Internal Security of Pakistan in 2020-2022 

The state's internal security is about an act of keeping peace and 

maintaining law and order within the limits of an independent state by 

maintaining the nationwide law and protecting against interior security 

dangers. Perils to the safety of the state increase in the absence of 

measures by the state to safeguard its national interests. In the case of 

a new spate of terrorism in the post-2019 (2020-2022) era in Pakistan, 

these trends resulted in heightened threats to the country's internal 

security. Less security or mismanagement in the security measures could 

also be the causes of terrorism, along with serious consequences in a 

sovereign state. On the causes and consequences of terrorism, a piece 

of scholarly work outlined that weak or failed states offer various types 

of vulnerabilities, including terrorist activities making such states a 

“breeding ground” or “sanctuary” for terrorism. Describing the case of 

Pakistan, the article assumed that if Pakistan fails, it will be a safe haven 

 
52 Afzal, “Terrorism in Pakistan has declined.” 
53“Pakistan: Time Line,” SATP. 
54Ibid. 
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for the militants.55 Thus, threats to three major aspects of the state's 

security have been analyzed in this paper. The risk to human security is 

classified as a danger to the rights of people as individuals or 

communities as groups of the people in a state, or it can be called 

"insecurity" of the citizens or groups of the citizens of the state.56 An 

attack on the security forces or state's installations is described as a 

threat to the capability of a state to avert a military invasion and protect 

the state's values, institutions and borders.57  

Although terrorism has been identified as a crucial threat to the 

overall security of Pakistan, but the new waves of terrorism posed an 

expressive threat to three important elements of security such as 

personal security (of the masses), community security (of different 

religious and religious-ethnic groups) and state security (perceived in 

terms of state sovereignty). Analysis of the terrorism-related situation in 

Pakistan in the period of 2020-2022 validated that since common 

people, minority communities and security forces, including military and 

police, were targeted in the new waves of terrorism, the threats to 

various aspects of internal security once again magnified in the country. 

As for personal security, target killings of people during terrorist 

activities created a threat to this type of human security. Many 

individuals were killed during the various terrorist attacks from January 

2020 to June 2022. Several examples of the killing of the masses in 

different areas are presented in the study, and these types of attacks 

 
55Matiul Hoque Masud, Helal Uddin Ahmmed, Anwar Hossain Choudhury, and 
Muhammad Ridwan Mostafa, "Pakistan: On the Way to be Failed 
State?" Mediterranean Journal of Social sciences 4, no. 1 (2013): 63-63. 
56Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, “Human Security: Undermining Human 
Rights?” Human Rights Quarterly 34, no. 1 (2012): 88-112. 
57David A. Baldwin, “The concept of security,” Review of International Studies 23 
(1997): 5-26, Available at: 
http://www.princeton.edu/~dbaldwin/selected%20articles/Baldwin%20(1997)%20Th
e%20Concept%20of %20Security.pdf.(Accessed on July 30, 2022). 

http://www.princeton.edu/~dbaldwin/selected%20articles/Baldwin%20(1997)%20The%20Concept%20of
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terribly impact on the personal aspect of human security. The death of 

15 people and injuring 20 others in a bomb explosion claimed by a 

terrorist group in a mosque in Quetta city in February 2020 can be 

presented as a case of the threat to the personal aspect of human 

security.58 During escalating waves of terrorism, some of the religious-

ethnic communities were assaulted by the terrorists. This threat could 

be considered a danger to community security as another subsection of 

human security. For example, the terrorists targeted the Shia-Hazara 

community, an ethnoreligious group in Quetta and other areas of 

Balochistan, in 2020-2022. Additionally, a mosque of the Shia 

community was attacked by the terrorists in Peshawar, and a terrorist 

group targeted even some groups of the Punjabi community in Sindh.  

From 2020 to 2022, by cracking the security barriers of the state, 

the terrorists committed assaults on the security forces in various parts 

of the country. Attacks on security personnel and state installations took 

place in different areas of Pakistan, including Waziristan and 

Balochistan, and this type of threat is identified as a threat to the 

security and sovereignty of the state. TTP was very active in the tribal 

areas of Pakistan including Waziristan given the number of attacks on 

the security forces.59 Most of the attacks on the security forces in 

Balochistan were executed by the Baloch separatist groups. Attacks on 

Chinese based in Pakistan, including killing three Chinese academicians 

at the university in Karachi, were also committed by the Baloch groups 

posing threats to the country's national interests. Prevailing political 

uncertainty and blame game is being exploited by the terrorist groups, 

and dangers to the internal security of Pakistan may be intensified for a 

 
58Ayaz Gul, “Pakistan Mosque Bombing Kills 15,” VOA, January 10, 2020, Available at:  
https://www.voanews.com/a/south-central-asia_pakistan-mosque-bombing-kills-
15/6182409.html (Accessed on July 30, 2022). 
59Afzal, “Terrorism in Pakistan has declined”. 
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consecutive period if concrete actions are not initiated by provincial and 

federal governments. 

Table 2 – Terrorist threats for different aspects of internal security 

S.No 
Aspects of 

the security 
Identified threats  

1. Human security 

➢ Threats to personal security: 

• Deaths of Individuals in 

terrorist incidents 

➢ Threats to community security: 

• Deaths of people 

associated with various  

religious and ethnic 

communities in the 

terrorism 

2. State security  

➢ Threats to the state's security  

• Attacks of terrorists on 

security forces 

• Attacks of terrorists on 

state installations  

 

          The capacity of Provincial Law Enforcing Agencies (LEAs), especially 

police in affected provinces – Sindh, KPK and Balochistan is weak due to 

inherent structural deficiencies and political interference in their 

recruitment and career progression policies. Though the terrorism 

atmosphere in Sindh is different, wherein police, along with Rangers, 

should be able to control the terrorist incidents yet, reported corruption 

and massive political interference are inhibiting factors towards 

effective control of terrorist incidents in the province. The case of 
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Balochistan and KPK is different, where the hardened terrorists who are 

allegedly sponsored by foreign intelligence agencies caused significant 

damage to the life and property of the civilian population and security 

forces operating in these provinces. These terrorists carry sophisticated 

weapons and dare raiding of security forces' operational posts, their 

convoys and administrative camps. Under such circumstances, police 

and paramilitary forces are neither sufficiently trained nor equipped to 

fight these terrorists. The military's involvement in flushing these 

militants from affected regions becomes inevitable. Moreover, an 

appropriate number of paramilitary forces have been added to the 

regional security apparatus of Balochistan and KPK provinces to 

augment the local police after the 2014-2015 military operations. 

Political instability, which is connected with the concept of political 

change and civil-military relations, also should not be overlooked, as a 

most recent example is the differences between political and military 

leadership and regime change in the country in early 2022. The political 

instability, impacted the state's policies, especially the strategy towards 

fighting terrorism. The coalition government and military are entangled 

in a complex web of political accusations, corruption narrative, 

inefficiency and desired attention towards this vital aspect of internal 

security could not be neglected. 

The State of Pakistan had constantly been fighting terrorists, and 

the pause was inevitable due to operational and political considerations. 

During the period under review, intelligence agencies and the relevant 

government departments had been engaged with TTP and Baloch sub-

nationalists to negotiate peace; however, the progress remained 

insignificant. Ironically militant organizations used this dialogue as a ploy 

to reorganize and refit to deliver fatal blows to LEAs. Baloch militant 

organizations having a different approach, are less interested in 

engaging in dialogue with the government. Failed agreements with TTP 

in the past, especially in 2006 and 2007 and later, also proved futile 
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efforts, and the terrorist bounced back with greater ferocity. Given the 

history of frequent killings of religious minorities, the state failed to 

ensure the protection of its citizens possibly due to multiple challenges 

it faced and erosion in its capacity to preserve its sovereignty and 

obligations towards the population irrespective of cast, creed and color. 

Conclusion  

It has been verified that waves of terrorism increased from January 2020 

to June 2022 as compared to the previous years. Three types of threats 

to the state's internal security have been established due to rising 

terrorism in this period. Attacks on common people by terrorists 

consider threats to personal security. Targeting minority communities in 

this period has been identified as a threat to the community aspect of 

human security. As the security forces, including military and police, 

were targeted in the new waves of terrorism in the period of 2020-2022, 

the threats to the state sovereignty and internal security stand have 

been substantiated during the period under evaluation. 

The spate of terrorism spiraling during the period under review 

manifested multiple challenges for Pakistan- systemic, regional security 

backlash and, perhaps, more importantly, the domestic front of the 

country. While selective kinetic actions, where needed the most, may be 

carried out, however, a cohesive national response encompassing law 

enforcement, reconciliation and socio-economic developments are 

cardinal points to tackle with the menace of terrorism. Some of the 

specific steps encompassing the domestic level and systemic magnitude 

are specifically mentioned below for the policymakers and researchers 

who wish to explore the subject further. The conflict in Pakistan 

(terrorism) cannot be divorced from the Afghan conflict; therefore, its 

systemic dimensions must never be lost sight of, and all the stakeholders 

should be consulted for their positive role in reigning in the declining 

monster of fear. Any possibility of a terror monster ever rearing its head 

in the region must be crushed with collective efforts. Given the 
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conflicting interests of the parties, the task looks herculean yet vital to 

be accomplished. 

Pakistan should initiate new projects where required and 

consolidate on a host of domestic anti-terrorism and counterterrorism 

initiatives as part of the National Action Plan to negotiate peace with 

reconcilable elements, rehabilitate ones who renounce violence and use 

selective force against those challenging writ of the state. Internal 

political cohesion, ideological harmony and balanced socio-economic 

uplift strategies are vital to achieving the desired objectives. Pakistan's 

law-enforcing agencies fought valiantly by sacrificing thousands of lives 

for the security of fellow countrymen. However, focused capacity 

enhancement should be undertaken on priority. So that military is freed 

to concentrate on international borders and prepare for its primary task, 

defending the country against external aggression. Stronger law 

enforcement agencies would also deter terrorist elements in respective 

provinces besides helping restore peace, which is considered vital for the 

socio-economic development of the downtrodden. 

 

 


