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Abstract 

The changing global environment has become an 

opportunity for Russia and Pakistan to redefine their 

relationship. Both countries believe in strong 

multilateralism as the way to go in foreign relations. 

They are quite conscious of peace and stability in the 

Eurasian region. Given the mutual benefits of 

fostering ties, Moscow and Islamabad are trying to 

move forward in three key broad areas where the 

convergence of interests is evident. They are 

emerging geopolitical and security milieus, geo-

economic outlook and regional connectivity. 

Pakistan-Russia relations are set to exploit these 

realms and take them on an upward trajectory in 

years to come. In this paper, qualitative data has 

been dealt with analytically to identify how both 

countries could benefit from the changing strategic 

landscape to achieve these objectives. It pertains to 

the evolving geopolitical environment, inter-

regional economic prospects, and emerging threats 

to regional stability (especially Afghanistan), which 

hold much in store for both in opting for a mutual 

course of action on regional and international fronts. 

The study explicitly examines the factors that may 
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shape the commonality of interests in their foreign 

policy options.  
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Introduction 

Ever-changing global realities influence the regional geopolitical 

landscape and often lead to new alignments and cooperation among 

various states. In the same parameter, Moscow and Islamabad have 

evolved a new understanding in the geo-strategic realm. They are trying 

to make economics their focal point; in doing so, both countries are well 

aware of their tangibles and the impact of multilateralism on regional 

nexus. Russia recognizes Pakistan’s strategic significance in the Eurasian 

region, particularly regarding Afghanistan's stability. Likewise, Pakistan 

sees Russia as a prospective diplomatic partner in the new era, especially 

as it moves towards geo-economics. It is eager to cooperate in regional 

security and “radicalized militancy” including human trafficking and 

counterterrorism. 

In the Eurasian region, Moscow enjoys sizable political clout in its 

conventional sphere of influence that extends up to the Baltic, the 

Caucasian and the Central Asian regions. This entire region is aware of 

Russia’s political and economic gravity. Similarly, Russia has always been 

inclined to explore beyond its immediate security domain to defend its 

conventional areas of interest, which also cover South Asia (SA).  

However, to contain the Russian influence, the US-led Western 

powers are obsessed with imposing sanctions to curtail Moscow's 

political and economic muscles. This has led to more flexing of muscles 

by Russia. The recent sanctions in the wake of the Ukraine crisis have 

pushed Russia to explore its interests in SA and beyond. Russian desire 

for sustainable economic development, an assertive foreign policy and 

comprehensive security compels it to recognize SA to be of vital 


