VISION
V I S I O N A RY I N S I G H T S I N T O T H E S T R AT E G I C I N Q U E S T S O F N AT I O N S

Strategic Vision Institute (SVI) is an autonomous, multidisciplinary and non-partisan institution established in 2013. It is
a non-governmental organization managed by a Governing Body under a Chairperson (currently Mr. Ross Masood
Husain) and administered by a President / Executive Director (Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema). SVI aims to project strategic
foresight on issues of national and international import through dispassionate, impartial and independent research,
analyses and studies. SVI is registered under the Trust Act 1882 of Pakistan as a non-commercial organization.

1

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON
Since its establishment, the SVI has endeavoured to be a leading forum for debate and discussion on the issues related to
foreign and security policy. The SVI role has been quintessential in promoting dialogue, fostering cooperation and
offering alternative strategic solutions to issues of both national and international importance. The main agenda has been
to assist the target audience of professionals, students and policymakers with the contemporary issues occupying their
minds and explore new horizons and create space for the discussion and reﬂection.
My ambition is to ensure that the SVI has an even better future than its illustrious past. In order to produce high quality
research that enlightens innovative policy recommendations we need to make sure that our team represents diversity of
thought and experience. Such diversity enhances the relevance of our work and helps us adhere closely to our guiding
principles of autonomous and objective thinking.
In the rapidly changing strategic and security environment, the SVI aspires to be the leading platform that promotes broad
based multidisciplinary strategic perspectives on emerging realities and produces signiﬁcant policy options for the
policymakers.
Ross Masood Husain
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SVI is well known for its incisive research, informed discussion and thought-provoking debate. In the present world with
an increase in geopolitical rivalries, technological competition and burgeoning nationalism, the risk of crises has also
enhanced. SVI believes in promoting solutions based on regional and international cooperation. Over the years, the SVI
has intensiﬁed its efforts by continuing to infuse policy debates through analyses based upon facts, proactively engaging
with the younger and diverse audience and by contributing to the policy innovations especially on cyber security, regional
peace, strategic stability, nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear security.
We also aspire to design and lead advocacy campaigns on broad range of issues related to development studies
(sustainable development goals), economic sustainability and growth, education and literacy, governance, democracy,
poverty alleviation, health and social welfare
Our mission is to help the governments and decision makers to generate policy solutions by conducting intellectually
stimulating discussions on national, regional and global strategic issues. We try to develop new policies and ideas on how
best to address the challenges and take advantage of the opportunities. The SVI has also been organizing various training
and capacity building programs etc. for the next generation of policy inﬂuencers in order to deepen their knowledge of
critical issues and develop their problem solving and analytical skills.
Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema
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STRATEGIC VISION AND FORESIGHT
In the absence of an established deﬁnition and clearly delineated conceptual framework, Strategic Vision may be
considered a synthesis of doctrinal wisdom, professional expertise and foresight required for discreet policy formulation
and successful management of politico-diplomatic, economic, military and strategic dimensions of policy. In its topmost
incarnation, strategic vision rarely exists in nature and the human history has few examples. However below the level of
genius incarnate, another top genre of statesmanship and professional leadership can be fostered through education,
studies and training.
Contemporary decision-making faces the dilemma of managing the massive inﬂux of disparate information pervaded
with misinformation. Even the advanced nations ﬁnd it difﬁcult to decipher facts from ﬁction and to escape from the
“paralysis through analysis” syndrome, but the challenge is too complicated for those who are analysis deﬁcient. Rapid
technological developments and RMA (revolution in military affairs) has engendered new paradigms of international
competition and dimensions of conﬂict. Such an onerous milieu points to an absolute necessity of exercising prudence in
the policy-making process. Strategic Vision is inevitable to exist beyond existential survival: survival with dignity and
honour.
Rationale for the Strategic Vision Institute originates from the imperative of cultivating adequate professional expertise
to cope with the growingly complex environment for policy-formulation and decision-making processes. One of the aims
of the SVI is to provide forum for discussion and debate, and media for dissemination of national discourse.
Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema
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OUR MISSION
SVI aims to project strategic foresight on issues of national, regional and international import through dispassionate,
impartial and independent research, analyses, and studies by organizing discussions, deliberation and debate on
interactive and cross-cutting issues of strategic importance. SVI provides framework for developing professional
expertise and doctrinal wisdom indispensable for decision-making and policy formulation. Dissemination of
independent policy research and studies by writing opinion papers, organizing seminars, webinars, conferences and
capacity-building workshops and through carrying out advocacy and consultancy is the prime objective of the SVI.
The dynamics of current geo-strategic environment, rapidly advancing technological developments, emerging new
paradigms of statecraft, currents of international politics and global competition require a prudent observation and
policy-making input. SVI envisions research and policy-formulation for strategic national, regional and international
discourse, realizing the signiﬁcance of traditional and non- traditional security challenges.
The SVI delivers its mission through:
Dialogue: SVI generates debates and stimulates discussions by engaging members of government, civil society and
private sector on national, regional and global strategic issues by regularly holding seminars, webinars, national and
international conferences and capacity building training workshops.
Ideas: SVI aims to develop new policies and ideas on how best to confront the challenges pertaining to decision
making and policy formulation in the ﬁeld of national and international politics.
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Research: SVI research and analyses team produces and promotes literature to support the SVI objectives through
research analyses and writing e.g. journals/magazines, opinion articles, reports and books.

OBJECTIVE
Core objectives of the SVI are to act as a forum for discussion, debate and analysis to produce research and actionable
policy inputs through discourse improvement, narrative building, policy support, media input, and contribution to
existing literature through research and publications, and formulating a long-term perspective to offer analyses, research
and studies in the areas of:
Strategic, Security and Policy Studies;
Nuclear Studies including Nuclear Power and Policy, Safety and Security, Nuclear Doctrines and Deterrence,
Arms Control, Disarmament and Non-Proliferation;
Regional Peace, Security and International Stability;
CPEC, BRI and China-Pakistan Relations; and
Capacity Building and Institutional Development.
It is our objective to promote a broad based, multidisciplinary strategic foresight and perspectives on emerging realities
relating to signiﬁcant strategic issues, and national and international challenges. SVI encourages policy initiatives,
reform processes, institutional responsiveness and substantive measures to be undertaken to protect the people's right to
life and fundamental freedoms. SVI strives for institutional development, capacity building, good governance, and
human resource development.
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SVI also endeavors to design and lead advocacy campaigns on a range of issues pertaining to state, community, and
society. It also undertakes consultancies in all the ﬁelds outlined in the objectives.

FUNCTIONS
SVI team carries out research projects, organizes seminars, webinars, workshops, policy dialogues and discussions,
writes opinion papers, issues press releases in print media, and organizes appearance on national TV. Interdisciplinary
interaction, consultancy and advocacy on important issues with the concerned stakeholders are also important features of
the SVI that help in developing a better understanding of vital national policies and actions. Further, the SVI in afﬁliation
with other important think tanks and academic institutions provides opportunities for learning, experience sharing and
capacity building for the researchers, scholars, and policy makers. SVI promotes research and analyses on domestic and
international affairs of strategic importance by:
Supporting studies that foster independent research in line with the objectives of the institute.
Enabling the researchers and scholars to produce articles, reports, studies, and books.
Providing analyses on contemporary and emerging developments.
Liaise on developments with reputable international scholars and institutions to project national and international
perspectives on different security matters.
Providing strategic foresight through studies and opinion articles from diverse strategic perspectives.
Organizing roundtables, conferences, seminars, webinars and workshops.
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Dissemination of knowledge & information management through a variety of available resources including print,
electronic and other mediums, except when any contractual obligations require otherwise.
Developing academic & research database, collection of books, research articles, national security archives,
conference proceedings, seminar reports, policy briefs, concept notes and opinion articles etc.
Producing and promoting literature to support the SVI objectives through research, analyses, and studies:
writings, journals/magazines and books, organizing training workshops, seminars/conferences, carrying out
analysis, consultancy and projects/feasibility reports.
Undertaking development projects at community, national and international levels: carrying out projects,
study/feasibility reports and consultancies in all the above ﬁelds.
Development of database: (Data Collection, Processing, Analyses and Policy Recommendations)
Setting up educational facilities: teaching/training and research through academic institutions if it became feasible
at some later stage.

CONFERENCES AND EVENTS
SVI regularly holds in-house seminars, bi-monthly seminars, webinars, national and international conferences and
capacity building workshops. These events play important role in knowledge dissemination and producing quality
research. Within a short span of seven years, despite modest funding resources, the SVI has made great strides in
achieving national and international recognition by conducting almost 34 national and international seminars /
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conferences, 55 roundtables / panel discussions, 4 capacity building training workshops and 5 webinars which have
contributed substantially in enriching national narrative and the discourse on regional security and foreign policy issues.
This has essentially beneﬁtted the students of international relations and strategic studies in crystallizing their concepts
and enhancing knowledge of their respective ﬁelds. Moreover, independent researchers have frequently availed from the
SVI seminars and conferences as it provided them with the opportunity to directly interact with the eminent scholars and
policy makers. These widely acclaimed and well attended seminars and conferences act as a catalyst in realizing the SVI
objectives.
Moreover, these seminars offer fresh perspective on national and global security issues. The invaluable outcome of these
proceedings is the seminar/conference reports, detailing a complete account of the events including the policy
recommendations. These reports are disseminated widely and regularly to the universities, research institutes and
governmental and non-governmental organizations and are extensively covered by the print and electronic media as well.
These detailed reports are available on the SVI website, which is updated regularly. While compiling the reports at the
SVI, special focus is given to the fact that the ﬁndings should not only provide timely and credible information about the
fast changing national, regional and global political issues but also enhance the critical understanding of complex
subjects otherwise not readily found in previously published books or in the media with a narrow focus on internal
political themes.
SVI seminars also serve as networking platform for members of strategic community. The resultant increase in the SVI
outreach helps generate the desired impact and inﬂuence in the academic and policy making circles. Consequently, the
SVI seminars have played a vital role in improving understanding of the target audience.
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DISSEMINATION STRATEGY
As the main objective of the SVI is discourse development through extensive research and debate and dissemination of
Pakistan's narrative to the larger audience; hence a strategic use of appropriate communication tool is necessary in order
to enhance the impact of the research on policy.
We believe that in order to contribute to the policy planning through recommendations, it is important how we
strategically disseminate our work. This involves effective use of media, electronic communications, website, social
media and publications. SVI has been effectively employing platforms such as ofﬁcial website, Facebook page, Twitter
handle, YouTube channel and print/electronic research publications to engage with its audiences.

PUBLICATIONS
We believe that in order to contribute to the policy planning through recommendations, it is important how we
strategically disseminate our work. This involves effective use of media, electronic communications, website, social
media and publications. SVI has been effectively employing platforms such as ofﬁcial website, Facebook page, Twitter
handle, YouTube channel and print/electronic research publications to engage with its audiences.

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY THE SVI
1.
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Shifting Dynamics and Emerging Power Equilibrium in South and Central Asia Around Post 2014
(Islamabad, SVI, 2014) (2 editions).

2.
3.
4.

Energy Crisis and Nuclear Safety and Security of Pakistan (Islamabad, SVI, 2014).
Matrix of Regional and National Security in South Asia and its Post 2014 Dynamics (Islamabad, SVI,
2014).
CPEC – A Precursor to Regional Economic Growth and Stability (Islamabad, SVI, 2019).

JOURNAL OF SECURITY AND STRATEGIC ANALYSES (JSSA) - HEC/HJRS
Y- Category
JSSA is a bi-annual (double blind peer-reviewed) premier research publication of the SVI, since 2015. It conforms to all
standards of HEC and is recognized in the Y-Category by HEC-HJRS.
According to HEC, the Y-category journals are top recognized journals in the subject of archival quality. Y-category
Journal publications are acceptable for BPS appointments. The candidates enrolled in PhD can publish the research
paper in HEC recognized “Y” category journal for award of PhD degree. It focuses on the contemporary issues of
security and strategic studies with multidisciplinary perspective and publishes manuscripts addressing policy
developments, phenomena and issues with a distinct standpoint. JSSA particularly encourages innovative policy
research papers based on a multi-disciplinary approach and projects policy-oriented research based on a standard
academic research methodology.
Currently JSSA has been indexed in the following international databases.
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1. ProQuest
2. ResearchBib
3. Directory of Research Journals Indexing
4. Ulrich's Periodicals Directory
SVI has a dedicated website for the JSSA: https://jssa.thesvi.org/

E-JOURNAL - SVI FORESIGHT
Since 2015, the SVI has regularly been publishing its monthly electronic journal titled SVI Foresight. The e-journal has a
multi-disciplinary approach and perspective that publishes short volume of policy opinions on issues of national,
regional, and international signiﬁcance. It provides updates about various developments and produces scholarly works
carried out by the SVI research associates as well as professional experts from outside. SVI-Foresight aims to address
policy conundrums and present impactful solutions.
The objective of this initiatives lies within the view that the SVI audience and readership should be able to extract concise,
contemporary, all round and real time policy-oriented discourse and narrative on security, strategic, national, regional and
international issues. SVI is one of the few organizations in Pakistan which are producing and disseminating e-journal
regularly on policy relevant issues. It allows a unique opportunity for early and mid-career researchers to ﬂex their
analytical abilities, presenting some insightful and novel contributions to the existing discourse on strategic studies. It
can be accessed at: https://thesvi.org/svi-foresights
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REPORTS
Reports are the documents issued on regular basis covering different subjects and activities conducted by the Institute.
Main documents are annual reports, proceedings of conferences, round table discussions and transcripts of delegation
exchanges. These reports are not only widely disseminated but are also available on the SVI website:
https://thesvi.org/svi-event-reports/

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATIONS
SVI-KAS COLLABORATION
SVI and KAS have successfully been able to engage in joint ventures especially because both are committed to achieving
and maintaining peace, freedom and justice through political education. SVI appreciates KAS vision for the promotion of
free democracy and social economic development.
The three principles of seriousness, veriﬁability and conﬁdence, which make the bases of KAS philosophical foundation
are very much in line with the SVI work ethics. These have been instrumental in establishing a productive relationship
between the two institutions.
SVI entered into collaboration with the KAS just after few months of SVI formation and both remained active partners for
4 consecutive years until unfortunately KAS had to windup its setup from Islamabad. The SVI-KAS collaboration was
focused on the areas of mutual interests, such as the role of media in democratic government, peaceful uses of nuclear
energy, international nuclear order, inter-regional (regional, geostrategic and foreign policy issues of South, Central and
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West Asia) and impact of these issues on national security of Pakistan.
This collaboration was largely project based. During their active
partnership from 2013-2017, both institutes organized 7
conferences/panel discussions and subsequently produced 3 joint
publications from the conference papers in a short time period of just 4
years. First joint project was two day Conference on “Energy Crisis and
Nuclear Safety and Security of Pakistan” organized on 27-28 November
2013. This has been and continues to be an extremely important issue
concerning Pakistan and the biggest challenge to the national security
since last two decades. The conference looked into the root causes of this shortage and suggested that this issue cannot be
solved on ad hoc basis and all affordable alternative means for energy generation needed to be explored; in both short as
well as long term.
Two day SVI-KAS conference titled “Matrix of Regional and
National Security in South Asia” was held on 18-19 December 2013.
The conference discussed the strategic dynamics and political
landscape of South Asia that were likely to emerge on the horizon
around the year 2014. The conference was attended by prominent
people such as diplomats, retired generals and journalists. They
suggested various strategies for reducing country's vulnerabilities in
rapidly changing regional and global environment.
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The third SVI-KAS collaboration was a one day Conference on “Role of Media and Pakistan's National Security
Discourse” organized in March 2014. The conference explored the notion of media as the fourth pillar of state and the
crucial role it plays in the development and dissemination of national security discourse. The conference was designed to
bridge the gap between media and law enforcement agencies on the issues of national security to develop a better
understanding and coordination between the two main segments of Pakistan's national security architecture.
On 5-6 November 2015, SVI-KAS
collaborated again to organize two day
Conference on “Emerging Geo-Strategic
Landscape in South-West Asia and the Asia
Paciﬁc.” The conference focused on the
emerging geostrategic realities and policy
decisions which could be adopted in order to
sustain peace, security and economic
cooperation in the region. The experts agreed
that in order to solve the regional issues,
Pakistan needs to adopt a neutral position in
Iran-Saud Arabia relations while tackling
aggression from its adversary and sustained
development, and that Pakistan should opt for
a balanced foreign policy.
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The SVI and KAS organized one day Conference
on “International Nuclear Order” in April 2016
with the aim to highlight the current international
strategic environment and global nuclear order;
which holds direct implications for Pakistan's
national security calculus. Conference concluded
on the observation that non-proliferation regime is
becoming less effective in controlling vertical
proliferation which is the biggest threat to the
international nuclear order. It was suggested that
in order to counter uncertainty and dilemma,
major powers and non-proliferation regime need
to undertake robust, rational and unbiased
measures.
Other than conferences, the SVI and KAS organized one day panel discussions as well. In March 2016 one day panel
discussion was organized on “Contemporary Relations between Iran-Pakistan-Saudi Arabia” on the basis that the
stability and development in Middle East and Southwest Asia is dependent on the nature of geopolitical relations between
Iran and Saudi Arabia. The panel discussion concluded that although the peaceful relations between both countries are in
Pakistan's interest, it should avoid over-commitment to the Middle Eastern Politics at the expense of its own national
interest and integrity.
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To analyze the impact of inter-regional issues on the security and
foreign policy of Pakistan, two day Conference on “Regional
Security and Foreign Policy in South, Central and West Asia” was
organized by the SVI and KAS on 15-16 May 2017. The
conference analyzed the changes in South, Central and West Asian
region and their impact on Pakistan. It was concluded that ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), one of the six corridors that
are part of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) will prove to be
an important development for the whole region. The speakers
believed that the West Asia is in a kind of turmoil due to the
involvement of various outside actors and the new power
conﬁgurations are taking place not only within the countries and
regions but at the larger Asian and global level as well.

JOINT PUBLICATIONS
The most productive outcome of SVI-KAS conferences are the joint publications based on the proceedings of the
conferences. These publications are still in great demand and took the discourse development process one step further.
SVI-KAS jointly published 3 manuscripts / books based on conference papers to furnish important ﬁndings on the key
contemporary issues to international and national audience. Till this day these publications are requested by the
international audience for the purpose of research and analyses.
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SVI published its ﬁrst joint publication with the KAS on “Shifting Dynamics and Emerging Power
Equilibrium in South and Central Asia around Post 2014.” It is an edited volume based on research
papers presented in Inaugural Conference of the SVI. The papers led insightful deliberations and
discussions on a broad spectrum of issues of national, regional and international importance.
Chapters in the book offer analyses of India-Pakistan strategic postures and doctrinal dispositions and
focus on expected power-game in the Post 2014 Afghanistan, Central Asia and Caucasian Region.
The second joint publication is titled “Matrix of Regional and National Security in South Asia and its
Post 2014 Dynamics,” an edited volume based on upgraded research papers that were initially
intended as conference presentations in collaboration with the KAS. Despite being a relatively poor
region, South Asia stands prominent in the international security architecture and shifting dynamics
of global power. In post-2014 era, major changes emerged in the strategic dynamics and political
landscape of South Asia. Such as change of leadership in China, Pakistan, Afghanistan and India,
strengthening of alliance between the US and India and Pakistan and China, as well as change of geopolitical environment around Iran and Afghanistan. All these changes have signiﬁcant impact on
Pakistan and international stability, which required critical, deeper and dispassionate analyses.
The third joint publication is titled “Energy Crisis and Nuclear Safety and Security of Pakistan” and is
based on the conference conducted by SVI and KAS. This edition aimed to create awareness on the
energy crisis, and to contribute and supplement efforts of the Government of Pakistan in chalking out
more robust and effective energy policy to deal with this lingering energy crisis.
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SVI COLLABORATION WITH CHINESE UNIVERSITIES / THINK-TANK
SVI has been actively fostering relations with the Chinese research institutes and universities which resulted in several
scholars and academicians frequently visiting the SVI. Intellectual exchanges remain the highlight of these visits with
productive outcomes in the form of panel discussions, in-house seminars, conferences, as well as report writing and a
book publication. China-Pakistan relations especially in the context of CPEC had been a major focus of joint academic
pursuits. Both sides understand that the CPEC today is widely recognized as a “ﬂagship project” of the BRI and a “game
changer” project for Pakistan.

BOOK PUBLICATION TITLED “CPEC: A PRECURSOR TO REGIONAL ECONOMIC
GROWTH AND STABILITY”
To eliminate misconceptions and foster an understanding about the project through academic
discourse on economic development, regional connectivity and the promotion of investment
(FDI) focusing on CPEC, the SVI in collaboration with Chinese counterpart published a book
titled “CPEC: A Precursor to Regional Economic Growth and Stability” in April 2019. The
book looks into various dimensions of the CPEC not only vis-à-vis Pakistan and South Asia, but
also in West and Central Asia as part of the BRI.
Drawing on the expertise of a diverse range of scholars and experts from Pakistan and China,
this book has been divided into four distinct parts that deal with the relations between China,
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Pakistan, CPEC and the BRI. Each of these parts subsequently focuses on a select aspect of these relationships that are
developed in further detail by the individual chapters comprising them.

JOINT COOPERATION WITH RUSSIAN INSTITUTES
The idea of cooperation and joint ventures was initiated in 2016 when Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema (President / Executive
Director, SVI) visited Moscow, Russia, and met prominent Russian scholars and Heads of the various Russian Research
Think Tanks speciﬁcally the Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC) and Russian Institute of Strategic Studies
(RISS) in 2017. Both sides expressed willingness to carry out joint ventures through research work, publications, and
policy-oriented papers in the potential areas of foreign policy, nuclear security, and strategy.
The SVI has been highly inﬂuential in both assessing and informing policy decisions within both Pakistan and Russia
with a long-term focus on developing strong relations with key think-tanks, educational institutions and other
organizations, with which it shares a mutually beneﬁcial vision. This is
evident in the SVI's strong links with the Russian International Affairs
Council (RIAC), the Russian Academy of Sciences, Moscow and the
Higher School of Economics (HSE), St Petersburg among others. In
February 2020, the SVI produced a joint report titled “Russia and Pakistan
in the Middle East: Approaches to Security in the Gulf” in collaboration
with Russian International Affairs Council (RIAC).
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Since already a channel had been opened with the Russian counterpart, the SVI Team was invited to Moscow and St.
Petersburg for Joint Conference, Seminar and Panel Discussions. Undertaking this collaborative engagement would have
been a great opportunity to promote Pakistan's narrative through discourse and discussion at the international level. This
invitation by Russian academia to the SVI team members offered historic opportunity to present Pakistan's perspective on
a number of key issues but it did not take place due to COVID-19.
To facilitate cooperation and development between Pakistan
and Russia, the SVI has also housed conferences and seminars
by inviting Russian experts. In March 2019 SVI organized one
day international conference titled “Pakistan- Russia Strategic
Relations: Prospects for Cooperation.” H.E. Alexey Dedov
(former Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Russian Federation in Pakistan) graced the occasion as
Keynote speaker and Russian scholars from Institute of
Oriental Studies and Institute of African Studies, Russian
Academy of Sciences, Moscow participated as speakers in the
conference. To trace progress of ongoing initiatives and
explore new opportunities for Pakistan and Russia, the SVI
held an in-house seminar in October 2019 where H.E. Danila V. Ganich (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of Russia to Pakistan) presided over the proceedings as the Chief Guest and experts from National Research University
Higher School of Economics, Saint Petersburg, were invited as speakers.
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SVI–BUSINESS POLICY, DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRIAL ADVOCACY
Staying cognizant of the role that the industrial and business sectors play in the development of a country, the SVI has
made special efforts to engage with Pakistan's industrial units providing them a platform for business policy and
industrial advocacy. One of the major interactions in this regard are with the Pakistan Business Council (PBC) wherein
the SVI and PBC organized an in-house seminar/panel discussion in May 2018 to analyze the “Prospects of Co-operation
between Civil and Military Industries for Indigenous/National Manufacturing.” Mr. Ehsan Malik (CEO, Pakistan
Business Council) speciﬁcally emphasized the need for increasing the share of local manufacturing in Pakistan's
economy. The interactive session also invited speakers from Pakistan Ordinance Factory (POF), Pakistan Aeronautical
Complex (PAC) and Fauji Fertilizer Company (FFC), and provided them an opportunity to deliberate on the prospects of
much needed interaction between the defence industries and the business community of Pakistan to collectively improve
the economic outlook of the country.
SVI also held a day long national Conference on “Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and Investment Opportunities in
CPEC” in April 2018. Dr. Slaman Shah (former Finance Minister and Advisor to the PM) emphasized on the role of SEZs
in improving the business environment especially in the wake of long hard battle against terrorism resulting in huge
economic losses, particularly the cut back in foreign direct investment. Mr. Saud Bangash (Resident Director, PBC) made
useful contribution to the conference by offering policy steps to foster local manufacturing in collaboration with China.
This conference was instrumental in highlighting SEZs' potential for attracting foreign investment, facilitating trade and
business, and connecting major cities with hinterlands.
In order to realize the core objective of devising foresight research, the SVI has actively been offering assessments to
mapout future possibilities for Pakistan. Interactive brainstorming sessions have regularly been organized in collaboration
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with AGAHI with an aim to developing foresight for evidence-based policy making. These sessions often include
vigorous analyses of historical data of selected variables for the previous decades, projection of variables for next
decades, deﬁning the best and worst plausible values for each variable, identifying unprecedented events that would
impact the future of Pakistan and ultimately modeling a state of future for Pakistan.

SVI WEBSITE
Website offers an online presence, credibility, information and relevant facts about any organization. SVI website
provides complete information about the institute and covers all the activities conducted through the SVI platform. It
incorporates the latest developments and trends. It's easy to access interface contains clickable tabs where the data on
various academic events can be acquired freely. The website contains publications section with access to download
books, journals (JSSA and SVI Foresight), reports and proceedings of various events and webinars conducted by the SVI.
The website also contains links to access JSSA website, SVI YouTube channel and updates on the SVI engagements on
Twitter and Facebook. SVI website can be accessed at: www.thesvi.org.

SOCIAL MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS
SVI acknowledges the importance of social media in engaging with the broader audience. Pakistani perspective is being
effectively put across to the global audience by utilizing various social media platforms. Since the social media is an everevolving ﬁeld, the SVI makes special efforts to remain vigilant and adapt to the emerging new tools, platforms and
applications, making the information more accessible and widely available to millions of users via their smart phones,
laptops and desktops. Moreover, the SVI has been holding conversations, debates, seminars, webinars and discussions on
social media platforms to facilitate engagement with policymakers, experts, the press, and the public.
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SVI FACEBOOK PAGE
SVI Facebook page helps it in leveraging strategic advertising, professional relationships, interactions and potential
contacts. SVI Facebook page is its social media interface. It displays the most recent posts containing information along
with analytical commentaries by the SVI research scholars. The page is effectively being used to create discourse on
variety of issues. It is the most effective platform for the public engagements with the SVI and to generate debate.
It shares live coverage of the SVI events and can be accessed at: www.facebook.com/svicom

SVI TWITTER HANDLE
In order to capture and inﬂuence the political and strategic imagination of masses and decision makers, the SVI regularly
generates trends and hash tags and tweets important takeaways from the events conducted by the SVI. The research
ﬁndings and the brief analyses conducted by the SVI research scholars are made available at the twitter handle to keep our
narrative trending. It is an effective means to readily reach out to the wider audiences and engage in debate and
discussions. To follow SVI on Twitter, please visit https://twitter.com/svi_pakistan

SVI YOUTUBE CHANNEL
YouTube is a video streaming platform on which the SVI presence is relatively new. SVI takes its YouTube Channel not
just as a way of modernizing but considers it as a medium to reach out to a larger audience by developing a connection.
Two core objectives of the SVI are discourse improvement and narrative building which are the key focus of its YouTube
Channel, where recordings of the SVI webinars are regularly shared. As YouTube is the second largest search engine
globally, the SVI aims to utilize this medium more frequently as a forum for discussion, debate and analysis in virtual
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world. To subscribe to the SVI YouTube channel, please visit:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeSi2RPLDA0cxPRhZryxBKw

LIBRARY
Library is an important cornerstone of the institute. It is often the only readily available source of comprehensive
information needed by scholars for research purposes. SVI library was established in 2014 and has been set up as a key
source of reference materials to be used exclusively by the in-house researchers, scholars and visiting faculty.

BOOKS
SVI library comprises of a modest collection of approx. 669 books related to nuclear studies, nuclear energy, nuclear
security, global politics, diplomacy, foreign policy, strategy, history, terrorism and peace and conﬂict studies. This
collection is regularly updated by both the library staff as well as the researchers, all of whom play an active role in
ensuring that the library remains up to date and relevant to our work.

SVI DIGITAL LIBRARY
In order to better facilitate its research and academic staff, the SVI has developed an in-house digital portal comprising of
a broad range of e-books, government documents and other electronic research materials related to peace, conﬂict and
international relations. The goal has been to create a carefully curated repository of key source material that is readily
available and easily accessible to help facilitate cutting edge research and contribute to some of the most burgeoning
issues within international relations discourse. The collection is aimed at serving as a valuable resource for students and
25

early career researchers, as well as more established scholars, keeping in line with the SVI goal of building a more
inclusive and discussion orientated academic environment.

SUBSCRIBED JOURNALS AND MAGAZINES
SVI library subscribes to several international and national journals and magazines including Foreign Affairs Magazine,
Foreign Policy Magazine, The Diplomat Magazine, IPRI Journal, Journal of Strategic Studies, Pakistan Politico, Policy
Perspectives, Pakistan Horizon, Hilal Magazine and a number of other leading periodicals of both domestic and regional
signiﬁcance. SVI library is also actively engaged in enhancing its access to a wider range of local and international
publications in the form of both print and electronic subscriptions and databases.

RESOURCE SHARING
SVI library is responsible for the dissemination of its publications which include the monthly e-Journal titled SVI
Foresight, as well as its bi-annual academic (double blind peer-reviewed) HEC-HJRS recognized Y-category journal
titled Journal of Security and Strategic Analyses (JSSA). Research reports are shared all over Pakistan as well as with the
international partners and organizations which include numerous universities, government organizations, think tanks and
other research-based institutions.

CATALOGUING AND CLASSIFICATION
Regular cataloguing and classiﬁcation of its entire collection is carried out in line with the Institute's requirements and its
fast-expanding scope of work. The purpose is to ensure ease of access and timely availability of valuable research
materials to all our scholars and researchers.
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IN-HOUSE DATABASE
The library maintains an updated record of the SVI events and in-house activities including conferences and
seminar/webinars proceedings, related reports and recommendations as well as a broad range of related reference
materials comprising of both print and electronic resources. These are available free of cost for visiting scholars and can
also be easily accessed online at: https://thesvi.org/library/

CERTIFICATE COURSES / DIPLOMAS
SVI envisages training for Certiﬁcates and Diplomas on a range of courses with multidisciplinary approach for the young
and mid-career professionals in the ﬁelds of strategic studies, international relations, international law, nuclear studies,
CPEC, and other subjects pertaining to socio-political landscape of Pakistan.
SVI conceptualizes this initiative by organizing
Capacity building programs for the public and private sector ofﬁcials working in the important organizations that
directly affect the socio-political and economic stability and security of Pakistan.
Professional development of human resources in the ﬁelds of security, media, development, governance, and
education.
The certiﬁcate courses / diplomas will be offered as stand-alone or collaborative projects with other national and
international academic institutions. Three to four-week certiﬁcate courses are going to be the ﬁrst priority feature of the
SVI academic activities. Initially the SVI is planning to offer certiﬁcate courses in two ﬁelds: Foreign, Security / Strategic
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Policy, and International Nuclear Regimes. The Institute is also making endeavours to offer on-campus and online
services for which a special online portal will be created with a full studio support for digitization of course content.

INTERNSHIPS AND AWARDS
SVI supports students to help them realize their innovative research ideas by inducting them in internships. This provides
them with opportunity to work with the SVI scholars and research fellows. SVI envisions initiating Strategic Vision
Fellowships and Honorary Membership to the distinguished students and young scholars for their outstanding
contribution in the areas outlined in the SVI objectives and functions. These awards will be granted on competitive basis
with the approval of an independent committee / jury.

PAID INTERNSHIPS
We offer paid internships for fresh graduates and mid-career researchers allowing them to further build and expand on
their area of interest, especially pertaining to Strategic and Security Studies.

CONSULTANCY SERVICES
Research & Policy Advice is an important expertise of the Institute. The professionals working at the Institute also hold
years of experience of working in diverse national and international organizations. SVI plans to collaborate with the
selected national and international institutions in order to pool in new ideas and programs.
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES
Having accomplished important milestones since its inception in 2013, the SVI team aspires to expand its activities in the
areas of development studies, education and literacy, governance, poverty alleviation, health, social welfare and gender
studies. The leadership of the SVI is inspired to play an important role in the capacity building of national organizations in
association with the experienced policy makers, scholars and consultants who can contribute effectively in the
development of Pakistan by bringing in their knowledge and expertise. With its unique input, research and innovation, the
SVI seeks to launch training for: (1) specialized certiﬁcate courses, and (2) policy research, advice & consultancy
services from 2020 onwards.
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