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Abstract 

The article discusses the impact of policy and practice 
of Israel’s nuclear opacity on the already volatile 
security environment of the region. Besides 
geographical rivalry that led to several Arab-Israel 
wars, the Israel nuclear opacity is a key cause of 
insecurity for other regional actors such as Turkey, 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. On contrary, there is a 
possibility that a nuclear Israel may increase the 
flux in an already unstable Middle East, along with 
a number of regional wars fought with the Arab 
states. It is important to note that Israel is considered 
as the main hurdle in establishing the Middle Eastern 
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone (MENWFZ) that could 
ensure security for the entire region. Moreover, 
important developments such as recognition of Israel 
by several Arab states have in recent past to normalise 
Arab-Israel relations raise a question – how the 
normalization of relations between Israel and Arab 
states may affect Israel’s opacity regarding its 
possession of nuclear weapons. To explore this 
question, the article studies Israel’s nuclear 
behaviour keeping in view the international non-
proliferation initiatives and its stance towards 
nuclear weapons acquisition. The article draws 
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empirical claim that if Israel chose to declare its 
nuclear status then this behaviuor may indulge 
other states of the region to develop their nuclear 
weapon programme and thus multiplying the 
regional security challenges. 
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Introduction 

Israel maintains an ambiguous status of a nuclear-armed state as it 
has not overtly tested its nuclear device unlike India and Pakistan to 
declare its nuclear weapons programme. It is not recognized as 
NWS under the NPT unlike the US, Britain, France, China and 
Russia. Yet, it is considered a nuclear weapon state due to its 
nuclear programme infrastructure—uranium enrichment and 
reprocessing capabilities, refusal to join NPT as a NNWS and a 
clandestine test. Yet this assumption of nuclear testing about Israel 
is not widely accepted, as the flash over the Indian Ocean, away 
from the coastal area of South Africa is still inexplicable. The US 
suspects the flash to be a joint atomic test by Israel and South 
Africa.1 Yet, it is not officially accepted by the state of Israel; 
therefore, no primary source can verify this claim. According to a 
report, Israel “is generally suspected of having a nuclear arsenal 
ranging from 100 to 200 nuclear warheads.” 2  Geographically 
situated in an unstable and conflict-prone region of Middle East, 
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