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Abstract 

Indian war machine’s focus remains on Pakistan. It 
sufficiently amplifies the imperative of sustenance 
of an effective nuclear deterrent posture, which is 
critical for the very survival of Pakistan. Therefore, 
any lacklustre Pakistani response would definitely 
emit wrong signal to the adversary, which would 
compromise the effectiveness of Pakistan’s nuclear 
deterrent posturing. Pakistan’s response on 
February 27, 2019 to Indian air strikes was 
absolutely necessary. Although, there was a 
possibility of something going astray at any 
time/place. However, in Pakistani viewpoint, this 
risk was worth taking due to massive concentration 
of Indian war machine under Cold Start Doctrine 
(CSD) strategy around Pakistan. Both countries’ 
disproportionate sizes and divergent strategic 
cultural ethos and moorings have too kept at the 
sharp edge since their independence. The rationale 
of India and Pakistan to produce nuclear weapons 
were divergent. India to end the international 
“nuclear apartheid” and to enhance its NWS 
stature. Pakistan to protect its independence and 
sovereignty from the perceived security threat from 
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India. Pakistan is compelled to craft a compatible 
and dynamic military strategy so as to neutralize 
India’s aggressive military posturing. This compels 
Pakistan to supplement its economic and military 
disadvantage through a determined and dynamic 
nuclear deterrent posturing so as to prevent India 
from any military misadventure.   
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strategies, Nuclear deterrence, Security threat, Regional dynamics.   

Introduction 

The paper argues that disproportionately stronger forces of one 
country vis-à-vis the weaker state either lead to induction of 
coercion or it may drag them toward the very edge thereby 
generating a spate of instability and crises. It may also subtly push 
them to craft dangerous annihilation strategies against each other 
backed by a variety of options to employ conventional and strategic 
forces. This paper has five sections and sub-sections to unpack the 
peculiar dynamics of India-Pakistan’s conflict trajectory. First 
section focuses on Strategy and Strategic Culture that retraces the 
dynamics of both countries’ strategic, historical, and religious 
baggage. Second section is titled The Post-1998 to 2001-2002 
Period; third section is -The Post-2001-2002 Military Standoff to the 
CSD and full spectrum strategies; section four retraces the period 
from the inception of the CSD and “Full spectrum” Doctrinal 
Wrangling to Pulwama-Balakot Crisis; and the last section is 
conclusion, which succinctly sums up the empirical debate with 
critical analytical approach. 

Strategy and Strategic Culture 

In the era of technological innovation and development, the 
concept of warfare has been dramatically transformed. Since the 
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