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Abstract: 

The state and society of Pakistan have been greatly 
affected by the mark of religious extremism and 
terrorism. One of its major auxiliaries has been 
radicalization. The country possesses a combination 
of diverse but tolerant cultures and religious ethos 
which have been severely damaged by the menaces 
of radicalization, religious extremism and terrorism. 
As a society and a state, Pakistan is being engulfed 
by yet another grave existential threat; the growing 
radicalization in the educated youth of Pakistan. 
This youth, belonging to affluent families and 
educated in elite institutions of Pakistan are being 
increasingly radicalized. Finding answers to 
questions like what factors underlie the 
radicalization of educated youth in Pakistan and 
how can this growing trend be countered is the aim 
of this research study. 

Keywords: Radicalization, Youth, Education, De-radicalization, Counter 
narrative. 

Introduction: 

According to the common belief, extremism and terrorism are the side 
effects of poverty, illiteracy/ignorance and unemployment in a society. 
Proponents of terrorism or the people who are involved in terrorist 
activities are believed to be the apprentices of ‘Madrassahs’ 
                                                           
1Mr. Muhammad Taimur Fahad Khan is Research Associate/Media Officer at Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI). 
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(traditional Islamic seminaries), people who are deprived of modern 
education and thought. They are subject to violent acts, brainwashed 
and radicalized through fabricated accounts and misinterpretation of 
religion. 

The situation of terrorism in the world right now is quite complex 
and exhaustive, particularly in Pakistan. Whether it is the Safora Ghot 
Karachi massacre2 or the murder of Sabeen Mahmud3 or the case of 
medical student Noreen Leghari4 (who was indoctrinated by the Islamic 
State [IS]), the unabated truth that needs to be realized by Pakistani 
counter-terrorism strategists and policy-makers is that the extremists 
and terrorists have infiltrated Pakistan’s modern educational 
institutions and they are indoctrinating the youth with their delusional 
ideologies. 

Pakistani society was mainly radicalized during the Afghan Jihad 
against the Soviet invasion the in 1980s and 1990s. The youth of 
Pakistan was one of the prime victims of this radicalization. Intolerance 
and extremism as side effects of this radicalization of the Pakistani 
society; affected the youth from all strata of social classes and 
economic background equally, especially the educated youth. 
Consequently, the perpetrators of terrorism have been successful in 
using the educated youth of Pakistan for their own irrational 
objectives. For instance, Pakistan had to put up a fight against 
considerably large groups of educated terrorists (such as Jamat-ul-
Ahrar and Ansar Al-Sharia Pakistan [ASP])5, who were not only 
educated and politically motivated but also equipped with technology 

                                                           
2Imtiaz Ali, "43 killed in Attack on Bus Carrying Ismailis in Karachi", DAWN, May 13, 
2015. 
3Asad Hashim, "Pakistani Rights Activist Sabeen Mahmud Shot Dead", Al-Jazeera 
News, April 25, 2015. 
4Rana Tanveer, "Female Militant Arrested in Lahore Found to be IS-affiliate who Went 
Missing", Express Tribune, April 16, 2017. 
5"The Rise and ‘fall’ of Ansarul sharia Pakistan,” Dawn, September 9, 2019. 
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which made the job of Pakistan’s law enforcement agencies even 
harder. 

According to the experts of terrorism studies such as Dr. Khurram 
Iqbal, “components like socio-economic deprivation, alienation, 
poverty and motivation to drive occupying forces out of one’s country 
are not the only root causes of extremism and terrorism.” According to 
him, “the current trend of increased radicalization in educated youth in 
Pakistan has much to do with the extremist’s narrative which is based 
on certain religious and political beliefs that shapes an individual’s 
convictions and motivates him/her to become radicalized and 
ultimately resort to violent activities. People recruited by IS and ASP 
are well-educated and belong to affluent backgrounds.”6 

In view of this backdrop, it is important to look at why is the trend 
of radicalization of educated youth in Pakistan on the rise? What are 
the factors that underlie radicalization in youth? Questions like these 
need to be answered on an emergency basis as this poses a grave 
threat to Pakistan’s security and internal stability. 

Underlying Factors behind Educated Youth Radicalization in Pakistan: 

In the past, research on radicalization has been a victim to the issue of 
political correctness and for that reason; most of the research was 
focused on “vulnerable” youth that was an easy target for the terrorists 
to recruit. But the growing trend of educated youth being radicalized 
generally around the world and Pakistan in particular has added a new 
dimension to the study of radicalization which requires explanation and 
deeper study into the matter. As for the past practice, where a ‘micro-
level’ or person-centred approach was taken to define and explain the 
concept of radicalization (which deviated attention from a wider 

                                                           
6Madeeha Anwar, "Pakistan's Emerging Threat: Highly Educated Youth Gravitate to 
Radicalization", VoA News, May 6, 2017. 
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spectrum of factors that are responsible for the radicalization of an 
individual, especially an educated youth), now a multi-layered 
approach is taken in order to explain the phenomena in a better 
manner. 

Causes of radicalization of the educated youth in Pakistan need to 
be inquired at the micro-level along with meso and macro-levels as 
well. The levels are best explained by experts as follows: 

1. Micro-level, i.e. the individual level, involving e.g. identity 
problems, failed integration, feelings of alienation, 
marginalization, discrimination, relative deprivation, humiliation 
(direct or by proxy), stigmatization and rejection, often combined 
with moral outrage and feelings of (vicarious) revenge;7 
 

2. Meso-level, i.e. the wider radical milieu – the supportive or even 
complicit social surround – which serves as a rallying point and is 
the ‘missing link’ with the terrorists’ broader constituency or 
reference group that is aggrieved and suffering injustices which, in 
turn, can radicalize parts of a youth cohort and lead to the 
formation of terrorist organizations;8 
 

3. Macro-level, i.e. role of government and society at home and 
abroad, the radicalization of public opinion and party politics, 
tense majority-minority relationships, especially when it comes to 
foreign diasporas, and the role of lacking socio-economic 
opportunities for whole sectors of society which leads to 

                                                           
7Alex P. Schmid, "Radicalization, De-Radicalization, Counter-Radicalization: A 
Conceptual Discussion and Literature Review", ICCT Research Paper, The Hague 
(2013), 4. 
8Marc Sageman, Understanding Terror Networks (Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2004), 115. 
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mobilization and radicalization of the discontented, some of which 
might take the form of terrorism.9 

The first approach, micro-level, deals mainly with how ‘vulnerable’ 
youth in the Pakistani society (often 1980s, 1990s and early 2000s 
generations and/or students) are brainwashed and convinced by the 
terrorist propaganda or recruiters, ideologically and psychologically.10 
The second approach focuses on the proceedings and influences of the 
enabling environment – the radical milieu – or an outfit or organization 
which offers them amenable atmosphere to conjoin the pleasures of 
adventure, the satisfaction of comradeship within brotherhood or  
opportunity to achieve martyrdom.11 The third level of analysis deals 

                                                           
9The concept of a ‘radical milieu’ was introduced by Peter Waldmann and Stefan 
Malthaner in 2010. They were the first to argue that radicalization is (also) ‘the result 
of political and social processes that involve a collectivity of people beyond the 
terrorist group itself and cannot be understood in isolation. Even if their violent 
campaign necessitates clandestine forms of operation, most terrorist groups remain 
connected to a radical milieu to recruit new members and because they depend on 
shelter and assistance given by this supportive milieu, without which they are unable 
to evade persecution and to carry out violent attacks [...] Sharing core elements of 
the terrorists’ perspective and political experiences, the radical milieu provides 
political and moral support’. Stefan Malthaner, The Radical Milieu, (IKG-International 
Journal of Conflict and Violence, University of Bielefeld, November 2010), 1; see also 
Stefan Malthaner and Peter Waldmann (Eds.), Radikale Milieus, The Social 
Environment of Terrorist Groups (Campus Publishers, Frankfurt, 2012). 
10Alex P. Schmid, "Radicalization, De-Radicalization, Counter-Radicalization: A 
Conceptual Discussion and Literature Review", ICCT Research Paper, The Hague 
(2013), 4. 
11Stefan Malthaner and Peter Waldmann (Eds.), Radikale Milieus (Campus Publishers, 
Frankfurt, 2012); Marc Sageman, “Leaderless Jihad: Terror networks in the twenty-
first century,” (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008). It has often been 
assumed that radicalization precedes recruitment but there have also been cases 
where recruitment comes first and is followed by radicalization. Magnus Ranstorp, 
‘Introduction’ in ‘Understanding Violent Radicalization’, Magnus Ranstorp (Ed.), 
“Terrorist and Jihadist Movements in Europe,” (London: Routledge, 2010), p. 7. When 
it comes to de-radicalization, John Horgan (and others like Tore Bjørgo) found that in 
many cases disengagement from a terrorist organization antedates ideological 
distancing from the philosophy of terrorism. J. Horgan, “Walking Away from 
Terrorism: Accounts of disengagements from radical and extremist movements,” 
(London and New York: Routledge, 2009). 
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with actions of a government domestically and abroad and respective 
society’s interaction and relationship with members of minorities in 
that society, especially diaspora migrants, who face the dilemma of 
being caught between two different cultures, leading some to embark 
on the path of rebelling against the very society that hosts them.12 

In the first level of analysis, a Pakistani educated youth in the 
contemporary times is facing severe identity problems as the Pakistani 
society is divided not only along socio-economic and political lines but 
also on the basis of class, ethnicity, sect and language as well. The 
decline in the concept of the combined family system in Pakistan 
(where family cohesion was strong and all members were part of a 
larger group) and failure of integration (as a nation in particular) has 
led to the feelings of alienation and relative deprivation of educated 
youth in Pakistan. Many a Pakistani educated youth, feeling 
stigmatized and rejected in such a segmented environment often 
harbour feelings of moral outrage and revenge which makes them a 
prime and easy target for radicalization. 

Building upon the first level of analysis (micro-level), and in the 
second level of analysis, the alienated, frustrated, outraged educated 
Pakistani youth is looking for something to relate to. They are in a 
constant struggle for identity and desperate to achieve the feeling of 
belonging to something larger than their own self. Given the presence 
of an extremist infrastructure, the impeccable organizational discipline 
and widespread social networks of Islamic, political and militant outfits 
operating in Pakistan, the educated youth easily gravitate towards 
radicalization power-houses who not only provide these individuals 
with a purpose (no matter how distorted or demented), a group to 
affiliate with and a sense of belonging to something larger than life 
itself (such as martyrdom for a greater ‘good’). 

                                                           
12Peter Waldmann, Radicalization in the Diaspora: How Islamists in the West turn into 
Terrorists (Hamburg: Murmann-Publishers, 2009). 
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On the macro-level, which is the third level of analysis, the Pakistani 
educated youth is even more vulnerable to being radicalized at this 
level. Given the political instability, the myopic government policies at 
home, and the negative influence of external actors (such as the US 
and India in this context), combined with petty party-politics and tense 
majority-minority relationship in the country, leads to the discontent of 
the educated youth of the Pakistani society. This increases their 
chances of being radicalized and fall prey to the ideologies of the 
terrorist outfits (which offer a relatively different alternative to the 
prevailing circumstances). 

The three levels of analysis can guide us to find relevant answers 
regarding the socio-psychological causes of radicalization. Most of the 
research pertaining to this field leads us in the direction that rather 
than a single cause; radicalization has a complex mix of triggers, 
drivers, internal and external pull and push factors that can radicalize 
individuals and turn large collective groups into the radical milieu and 
violent extremists.13 Macro-level and meso-level contextual factors 
may play a similar or a greater role than individual and small group 
factors in the overall radicalization processes.14 

The micro, meso, and macro-level of analysis conducted above can 
be cross-examined with a “youth preference study” conducted by Dr. 
Moeed Yusuf who mapped his findings on a ‘Radicalization 
Continuum.’15 See figure below: 

                                                           
13Ashild Kjok, Thomas Hegghammer, Annika Hansen and Jorgen Kjetil Knudson, 
Restoring Peace or Provoking Terrorism? Exploring the Links between Multilateral 
Military Intervention and International Terrorism (Oslo: Norwegian Defence Research 
Establishment, 2002). 
14Tinka Veldhuis and Jorgen Staun, Islamist Radicalization: A Root Cause Model (The 
Hague: Clingendael, 2009), 36. 
15 Moeed Yusuf, “Radicalism Among Youth in Pakistan: Human Development Gone 
Wrong?”, Report, National Human Development (2015), 9. 
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Figure: 5.1. Radicalism among Youth in Pakistan 
Source: NHDR, UNDP, 2014 

It is clearly visible from the Radicalization Continuum displayed 
above, how the three levels of analysis have different preferential 
influences on an educated Pakistani youth and how different factors 
are responsible for the radicalization of educated youth in Pakistan. 
Furthermore, building up on the work of Dr. Moeed Yusuf, it is 
imperative to highlight one of the biggest enabler of educated youth 
radicalization in Pakistan, i.e. Education. 

According to Dr. Moeed, education is one of the strongest enablers 
for radicalization in the educated youth of Pakistan since Pakistani 
textbooks (under the conscious effort to promote religion as the prime 
identity of the country) underwent an Islamized transformation. Dr. 
Moeed also states that: 

“Pakistan’s educational system has evolved into a fairly rigidly 
stratified one: the three school systems – elite private schools, public 
schools and non-elite private schools, and the deeni madaris (religious 
seminaries), provide distinct type of environments, teaching 
experience, and exposure, potentially creating fresh fault lines among 
the youth.”16 

16Ibid., 10. 
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Textbooks that are being taught in the public schools across 
Pakistan (a schooling system that caters to 3/4th of Pakistan’s school 
children) have been subject to controversy for years. Subjects like 
Pakistan Studies and Islamiyat have been highly criticized for imposing 
religion of Islam as the national ideology of the country, romanticizing 
the concept of Jihad-fil-Qital (Jihad by Sword), demonizing Hindus and 
India deliberately and portraying a distorted picture of history that is 
majorly manipulated. Some authors like Winthrop and Graff even go to 
the extent of saying that curriculum that is being taught in Pakistani 
educational institutes deliberately ‘incite religious and sectarian 
violence and de-humanize certain segments of the society’.17 

Keeping in mind the kind of literature, a direct connection between 
the curriculum and the perceptions of youth is automatically 
established which then leads the educated youth’ to radicalized mind-
sets. According to a study conducted by Madiha Afzal (2014), 
“textbooks seem to have a significant influence on attitudes 
irrespective of teacher training, teaching methods, teacher-student 
interactions, and students’ socio-economic backgrounds.”18 Several 
other studies endorse the same conclusion. 

In the words of Dr. Moeed Yusuf: 

These diverse mind-sets among students of the respective 
school systems imply the potential for polarization among 
them. Not only ideologically distinct but so physically and 
psychologically isolated from each other are these systems 
that their graduates have no opportunity to interact, let 

17“Beyond Madrasas: Assessing the Links between Education and Militancy in 
Pakistan”, Report, Brookings Institution, Graff & Winthrop, June 23, 2010, available 
at: https://www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-madrasas-assessing-the-links-
between-education-and-militancy-in-pakistan/, (Accessed on May 19, 2020). 
18Madiha Afzal, “Education and Radicalization in Pakistan: Understanding Perceptions 
of Terrorism,” Special Report no. 367, United States Institute of Peace (2015). 

https://www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-madrasas-assessing-the-links-between-education-and-militancy-in-pakistan/
https://www.brookings.edu/research/beyond-madrasas-assessing-the-links-between-education-and-militancy-in-pakistan/
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alone understand and appreciate each other’s 
backgrounds and viewpoints.19 

The different viewpoints of the experts regarding the mind-sets of 
the Pakistani educated youth and curriculum being taught at different 
schooling systems in Pakistan point towards the fact that the education 
system of Pakistan (that is stratified along socio-economic lines) is 
contributing to the increasing trend of radicalization among the 
educated youth of Pakistan. It is high time for Pakistani policy-makers 
to re-think and reformulate the education policy of Pakistan and devise 
a neutral curriculum that is in sync with the local norms and values and 
fulfils the international quality standards. 

Countering Radicalization in Educated Youth of Pakistan 

Counter radicalization stand for countering the narrative of those 
elements that are spreading radicalization.  Pakistan is struggling to 
counter the terrorist ideologies and their narratives being used in order 
to indoctrinate the educated youth of Pakistan. 

It is imperative for Pakistan’s policy-makers to come up with a 
strong, unbiased, and moderate national narrative that is unanimously 
agreed upon by all the segments of Pakistani society. There is a need 
for a national narrative that not only acts as a cohesive force that will 
help unite the Pakistani masses as one nation but will also be a strong 
and effective counter to the terrorist and radical ideologies that are 
prevalent in the country today. 

A cohesive, moderate, and progressive national narrative that 
Pakistan desperately needs should be constructed keeping Pakistan’s 
cultural, historical and religious ethos in mind. It should be in line with 

19Moeed Yusuf, “Radicalism Among Youth in Pakistan: Human Development Gone 
Wrong?,” Report, National Human Development (2015), 11. 
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Pakistan’s societal norms and values that will not become an 
impediment to its socio-economic and political progression. 

The Government of Pakistan did embark on a path of constructing 
an effective counter terrorism strategy under the National Counter 
Terrorism Authority (NACTA) and submitted a National Narrative 
document to the Government of Pakistan for approval in July 2017. The 
approval and implementation of that document are still pending.20 The 
document prepared by NACTA cannot and should not be treated as the 
final word even after due approval and implementation, though steps 
should be taken as soon as possible as it is the need of time. The 
document should be opened for debate and improvements as with 
changing environment and situational dynamics, modifications would 
be beneficial. 

Moving beyond the formulation process of a strong national 
narrative of Pakistan, the effective communication of the national 
narrative to the Pakistani masses, especially the educated youth of 
Pakistan, could produce results. One of the most consequential impacts 
could be a single education system. Unified education policy needs to 
be implemented across all the educational institutes of the country, 
from schools and colleges to universities. A unified education system 
and policy will ensure the same level and quality of knowledge. The 
unanimity thus created would help reduce the feelings of alienation, 
marginalization, and misunderstanding among students belonging to 
different strata of society. Furthermore, a unified education system 
and a coherent national narrative will ensure that the entire student 
body of Pakistan is on the same page regarding the national narrative 
apropos violence and Pakistan’s standing in the world by the 
elimination of the biases in the curriculum that are well known. 

20 “National Narrative”, National Counter Terrorism Authority NACTA-Pakistan (2017), 
available at: http://nacta.gov.pk/national-narrative/, (Accessed on February 18, 
2020). 

http://nacta.gov.pk/national-narrative/
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The efficacy of a unified education system in Pakistan to achieve 
the desired results would rest on the proper dissemination of 
knowledge of the revised and improved curriculum in all education 
institutes. Nevertheless, the national narrative of the country, which 
would act as an element of cohesion and as a counter narrative of  the 
terrorist elements which are radicalizing the educated youth, would 
mainly rest on the efficiency of good and credible "messengers." 
Messengers in this context are the teachers, professors and instructors 
who will be responsible for imparting the knowledge about the 
curriculum and the national narrative to the students in the 
educational institutions across the country.  

The curriculum and the national narrative of Pakistan will be the 
speech or message which will be delivered to the target audience. The 
students or in the context of this study, educated youth will be the 
target audience of the message. The messengers would enshrine the 
unified national narrative in the minds of the educated youth in order 
to obliterate the extremists' narratives that are responsible for the 
growing trend of radicalization in the educated youth of Pakistan. 

Hence, the selection and training of the speakers who will deliver 
the "message" to the "target audience" would lie with the Government 
of Pakistan. The government will need to ensure the selection and 
training of the appropriate personnel in order to establish their 
proficiency in delivering the national narrative to counter the narrative 
of extremism and terrorism. Only then the consequent results could be 
referred to as desirable. It is also imperative to ascertain that the 
messengers have strong credibility among the target audience (the 
educated youth) of Pakistan, so that the message could have the worth 
and acceptance. Without the credibility of the messenger/speaker, the 
message will be ineffective and the desired results cannot be achieved. 

The messenger/speaker should possess 3 major elements that 
complement the credibility of the speaker and the effectiveness of the 
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message; ethos, pathos and logos. Ethos is the characteristic that 
makes one credible with the audience. The messenger should possess 
strong moral character and an unblemished reputation with 
appropriate educational background and experience. Pathos means 
that the message being delivered by the messenger should be 
something to which the target audience can relate to.  The local 
experiences of which the local population is aware of and can relate to 
becomes more fruitful. Logos is logic. People find logic in everything. 
The speakers/messengers should incorporate logic with their work and 
experience that they share with the target audience. This criterion 
should be kept in mind while selecting the messengers and the three 
elements should be incorporated with the criteria during their formal 
training in order to produce a strong cohort of messengers. They 
should be experts in disseminating the national narrative to the young 
educated minds of Pakistan who are either radicalized by 
terrorist/extremist ideologies or are vulnerable to being radicalized. 

This strategy can be extended to religious seminaries in Pakistan as 
well as the de-radicalization camps across the country. However, the 
first and foremost task should be the formulation of a strong, cohesive, 
coherent, and progressive national narrative of Pakistan. Unless there 
is a strong national narrative, all other strategies that will be 
implemented will have temporary or no effect at all. 

Apart from the strategies explained above, several other initiatives 
can be adopted and implemented in order to contain and eliminate the 
growing trend of radicalization of the educated youth of Pakistan. The 
educated youth subscribes heavily to the media, mainly social media. 
By using the tools of print, electronic and social media, the Pakistani 
youth can be reached and delivered the message. A media campaign 
should be launched, disseminating the knowledge about the national 
narrative of Pakistan and the distorted view of the elements spreading 
radicalization among the youth. Media has a very strong influence on 
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the minds and preferences of the masses and it should be used to 
maximum advantage. 

The Government of Pakistan should encourage educational 
institutes. This should especially include the institutes of higher 
education to create dedicated Chairs that will serve the sole purpose of 
educating the educated youth regarding the national narrative of the 
country.  At the same time, it becomes imperative to spread awareness 
about the negative propaganda that is being carried out by different 
terrorist/extremist elements.  

The government should invest in a young cohort of religious 
scholars who will also be experts in the conventional fields of 
knowledge such as social sciences, management sciences and natural 
sciences. These experts will produce neutral and progressive 
'messages' about Islam and Pakistan's national narrative which will 
help in countering the growing radicalization trend among the 
educated youth. Similarly, they can be used as 'credible' messengers as 
well.  

Formal training of the local mosques’ Imams, who are the teachers 
at the religious seminaries, should also be done by the government.  

Local research think tanks and research institutes should be used 
and encouraged by the government to produce and spread knowledge 
and create awareness about the distorted views of the elements 
spreading radicalization. Streamlining the national narrative can also be 
done through these research institutes which will not only help in 
spreading the message across the country but will project Pakistan's 
viewpoint internationally as well. 

Learning from international best practices would also be extremely 
beneficial for Pakistan and aid in improving Pakistan's status and image 
internationally. Seminars, conventions, and conferences should be 
arranged that will help project Pakistan's national narrative among the 
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Pakistani expatriates as well as the international community. 
Improvement in Pakistan's image internationally and a unified Pakistani 
stance on the national narrative will help boost the confidence of the 
youth in general and educated youth in particular. It will help remove 
the uncertainty in the minds of the young educated individuals of 
Pakistan and will provide a sense of belongingness. Promotion of 
nationalism and patriotism in them would help gain against identity 
crisis, which will eventually bar the trend of growing radicalization. 

Conclusion: 

The discussion shows that the future of Pakistan and its future 
generations depend on confronting the monsters of extremism and 
radicalism that is increasingly demonizing the youth, especially the 
educated lot. The presence of a stratified education system, coupled 
with the absence of a coherent, cohesive, and progressive national 
narrative is one of the main reasons for the growing radicalization in 
the educated youth of Pakistan. There is also an urgent need to revise 
the curriculum being taught in Pakistani educational institutes.  The 
situation is further aggravated by the non-availability of a good number 
of trained and credible messengers required to disseminate the 
national narrative of Pakistan among the educated youth and general 
masses. 

Although the Government of Pakistan has adopted several de-
radicalization strategies and soft counter-terrorism and extremism 
measures, these strategies and measures are proving ineffective to a 
large extent. The absence of a strong national narrative holds the 
cause. It does not make sense for Pakistan to engage in de-
radicalization approaches, especially in the context of educated youth, 
without the presence of a generally agreed upon national narrative, a 
revised curriculum that is moderate, in line with international 
standards, and in sync with Pakistan's societal, cultural and religious 
values. The presence of trained, credible messengers, especially now 
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when there is a strong threat of revival of right-wing populism in 
Pakistan, becomes quintessential. 

Moreover, the Government of Pakistan would be better placed to 
establish indicators for measuring the progress of de-radicalization 
strategies applied so that progress can be measured and if need be, 
further improvements could be made.  This would help to meet the 
new challenges of extremism and radicalism among the educated 
youth of Pakistan by bringing in changes in the environment.  

Tackling the problem of growing radicalization among the educated 
youth of Pakistan is going to be an uphill task. It will require utmost 
dedication, devotion, will, and unrelenting resolve, not just by the 
government and state institutions but by each segment and individual 
of the Pakistani society. If executed correctly and with discipline, the 
Pakistani state will be able to successfully tackle this menace of 
growing radicalization of educated youth in Pakistan. 
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