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Abstract 

Since its independence in 1947, Pakistan faced a 
constant challenge by its eastern neighbour. India’s 
attitude towards Pakistan had always centered on 
hostility and undermining its stability. Its 
disintegration in 1971 would not have been 
possible without India’s crucial role. While Kashmir 
remains a bone of contention between the two 
South Asian states, India’s aspiration to become the 
regional hegemon has complicated the relations 
between the two rivals even further. India desires 
regional hegemony while Pakistan deems it 
unacceptable. After the introduction of nuclear 
weapons in the South Asian Theater, it was 
believed that a balance had been achieved, but it 
was unacceptable for India. Cold Start Doctrine is 
conventional military strategy under which India 
will increase the efficiency of its forces so that it can 
invade Pakistan any time in a very short period. 
This strategy was neutralized by Pakistanwith the 
introduction of short-range tactical nuclear 
weapons and asserted that it would use this short-
range missile in case of aggression by the Indian 
military.Even in the presence of tactical nuclear 
weapons, India did not back out from acquiring 
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enhanced capability and capacity to undermine 
Pakistan at any given time. India is discussing to 
change its nuclear doctrine, which will be supported 
by a missile defence system.  
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Introduction  

Soon after independence, India began efforts to undermine the 
sovereignty of Pakistan and reduce it to a failed state. From the 
very beginning the relation between the two neighbours was 
marred with bitter rivalry and ill will. The bilateral relations 
remained a reflection of the pre-independence rivalry between the 
Muslim League and Congress, whose basic political ideologies not 
only clashed with each other but at a certain level formed a code of 
conduct for their successors. Though, Congress acknowledged the 
independence of Pakistan, yet made veiled references and 
statements regarding the Greater India. The Central Working 
Committee of Congress in a statement affirmed that the pre-
partition India would remain in their “hearts and minds”. 

Moreover, Mr. Gandhi famously said that ultimately India 
would reunite.2 In the same tone Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel 
stated that Pakistan would not survive and sustain.3 These 
statements provide us with a glimpse into the minds of Indian 
leadership who remained convinced that Pakistan will eventually 
reunite with India. The refugee crises, along with the unfair division 
of resources between both the successor states were some of the 
immediate hurdles in the way of a good relationship between the 
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