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Strategic Vision Institute (SVI) organized a one day seminar on “US President Obama’s 

Visit to India on its Republic Day (26th January 2015) and Its Implications” held on 29th January 

2015. Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Prime Minister’s Advisor on National Security and Foreign Affairs, graced 

the occasion as the Chief Guest. The seminar was organized for the assessment of Obama’s visit 

to India on its Republic Day to re-evaluate the India-US agreement to remove hitches in the 

Nuclear Deal. 

Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema, President/Executive 

Director, SVI welcomed the Chief Guest, distinguish 

speakers and participants. He spoke on “the US 

President Obama’s Visit to India on the Indian Republic 

Day [26 January 2015] & Its Implications”. The outcome 

of the US President’s first ever visit to India on the 

Republic Day [26 January 2015], which is President 

Obama’s second one, is being considered highly advantageous for India-US Asia-Pacific 

Strategic Partnership, and significantly promotes their economic and strategic interests but 

concurrently undermines Pakistan’s national security, and is detrimental for South Asian 

regional stability. The clearance of an almost a decade old hiccup in the Indo-US Nuclear Deal is 

their landmark achievement which not only absolves the US from liability of any negative 

fallout of the US supplied technologies & facilities as happened in the case of Union Carbide, 

but it also frees India from the tracking of nuclear fuel that may be diverted for developing 

nuclear weapons as it did in the case of 1974 nuclear test when India diverted nuclear fuel from 

Canadian supplied CIRUS acquired for exclusively peaceful purposes and being run with the US 

supplied heavy-water. While Canada terminated nuclear cooperation with India and Pakistan 

both in reaction to the Indian nuclear test, the US turned a blind eye despite investigation and 

conclusions by the US Congress and the CIA that India misused US supplied heavy-water for 

carrying out the nuclear test; labeled PNE, whose implosion technology was adjudged more 

suitable for producing nuclear weapons and had only militarily usable triggering package.  
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Dr. Cheema opined that the non-proliferation apologists who consider the US as a 

leading champion of horizontal non-proliferation may be distressed from the progress on the 

Nuclear Deal but it would hardly be a surprise from a Realist perspective. The US has been a 

major contributor in Israel’s acquisition of nuclear weapons along with a few of its Western 

European allies like France. After the 1962 “India-China war, the US actively considered helping 

India to acquire tactical nuclear weapons to be deployed along its Himalayan border but 

eventually dropped the decision, most probably due to the opposition of its allies. When the 

Indo-US Nuclear Deal was signed in July 2005, there were many accounts who genuinely 

considered it as the US violation of the spirit of the Article I of the NPT. NPT Article no. I states; 

“Each Nuclear-weapon State Party to the Treaty undertakes not to 

transfer to any recipient whatsoever nuclear weapons or other nuclear 

explosive devices or control over such weapons or explosive devices 

directly, or indirectly; and not in any way to assist, encourage, or 

induce any non-nuclear weapon State to manufacture or otherwise 

acquire nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices, or 

control over such weapons or explosive devices”. 

 

From such a historical backdrop, no Realist would be surprised from India’s misuse of 

the nuclear fuel and technologies it would acquire from implementation of the Indo-US Nuclear 

Deal but also the US acquiescence in India’s misappropriation. Indo-US Nuclear confers India an 

implicit recognition as a Nuclear Weapon State not only from the US but also from all NSG 

member states. India will enjoy all benefits that are given to NPT member states, without 

signing the NPT. 

India would not be subject to full scope safeguards such as those applied to Non-

Nuclear Weapon States that are signatories to the NPT. The deal will promote Indo-US nuclear 

cooperation, while India maintaining its nuclear weapon program, which is completely 

contradictory to the spirit of the NPT. The deal would enable India to increase her nuclear 

arsenal through transfer of dual-use technology, vague separation plan, inadequacy of IAEA 



January 29, 
2015 

US President Obama’s Visit to India on The Republic Day (26 January, 2015) and Its Implications 

 

jurisdiction based on India-specific safeguard and freeing-up the domestic uranium for military 

purposes.  

Separation plan envisaged in the Nuclear Deal is vague in the sense that the suggested 

nuclear reactors and reprocessing plants, which are declared as civilian and military, are 

inseparably integrated. Many such nuclear facilities play a dual role in Indian nuclear 

development program. Each nuclear installation performs dual purpose function i.e. civilian and 

military. It is impossible to separate the production of these plants for civilian or for military 

purposes. There is no guarantee about the non-diversion of nuclear technology toward military 

purposes. The newly trained manpower would be equipped with advanced American nuclear 

technology. 

The article 3 of the 123 Agreement provides India with the facility to acquire 

information and transfer of nuclear technology that had been banned for the several decades 

since 1974. Under article 5, the Agreement provides freedom for transfer of the nuclear 

materials and equipment to India. It provides access to the “dual-use items that could be used 

in enrichment reprocessing or heavy water production facilities. It also provides India an access 

to the International R & D like “the research on multilateral projects, such as the International 

Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER).  

There is a provision of assured fuel supply even in case of termination of the agreement 

and approval of waivers from the US domestic laws for non-proliferation which is already in 

substantial deviation from the standard non-proliferation norms. The Indo-US agreement on 

military sales and co-production of state of the art weapons systems would seriously further 

erode the already highly asymmetric conventional military balance, intensify India’s existing 

aggressive military posture on the LoC, Working Boundary, and harden its position on bilateral 

disputes, e.g., the Siachin Glacier and Kashmir. 

The aftermath of the India-US agreements signed during Obama’s visit would weaken 

deterrence stability between India and Pakistan, and generate pressures on Pakistan to 

maintain its minimum credible, tactical, and full-spectrum deterrence. It would lead to the 
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intensification of strategic and military competition in the Asia-Pacific, regional instability in 

South Asia through polarization of India–US and China–Pakistan relations. 

He added that Economic, trade and investment agreements have no direct serious 

impact on Pakistan but it would gradually promote India’s political statute and its arrogant 

behavior. 

  In his address as Chief Guest, the Advisor to the 

Prime Minister on National Security & Foreign Affairs, Mr. 

Sartaj Aziz, said that it gives him great pleasure to 

participate in this Seminar and to share his views on a 

topical subject: “US President Obama’s visit to India and its 

implications”. Such an interaction provides a useful 

opportunity to deliberate upon issues of strategic 

importance and to draw lessons for policy makers. He 

stated that before taking up the implications of President Obama’s visit to India, let me refer to 

the far reaching changes in the geo-political, security, economic and social environment in 

South Asia. We are, in fact, living in a time of profound transformation in global politics and 

economy with paradigm changes not only in South Asia but also in Europe, Central Asia and 

West Asia. There is a discernible shift of the economic centre of gravity with rumbles of new 

alignments in which China and Russia are cooperating in Eurasia through trade and energy 

connectivity and many new financial institutions and organizations like SCO. 

 The “Asian pivot” or “Rebalancing” – though primarily focused on the Asia-Pacific – is 

also generating new dynamics in South Asia. The rise of potent non-state actors, like ISIS, has 

changed the global threat matrix and is beginning to imperil the stability of many states and 

societies. Terrorism, climate change, economic interdependence, regional integration, and a 

shrinking globe are all the facets of infinitely complex world that we are destined to grapple 

with. Meanwhile, globalization continues to forge ahead, with all its positive and negative 

ramifications. 
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In assessing the longer term implications of President Obama’s visit, he added, it is 

important to keep in mind that the situation in South Asia is affected by these phenomena, and 

is heavily conditioned by the global environment, which itself remains in a state of flux and 

instability. Similarly, this visit to India is taking place at a time, when Pakistan’s bilateral 

relations with USA are witnessing a significant improvement. After the crisis ridden relationship 

of 2011-2012, the official visit of the Prime Minster to Washington in October 2013 put the 

relations back on a positive trajectory. This was followed by the two rounds of the Strategic 

Dialogue that were suspended in 2010, the first in Washington on 28 January 2014 and the 

second in Islamabad on 12-13 January 2015, just a fortnight  before President Obama’s visit to 

India. 

The improvement in the US-Pakistan relations is based on several important policy 

changes and initiatives by Pakistan in the past 18 months.  These changes and initiative were 

motivated by Pakistan’s own national interests but they also addressed some of the US 

concerns and priorities: First, is the strong commitment to fight terrorism. Starting with the 

Karachi operation in September 2013, then the operation Zarb-e-Azb in June 2014, and finally 

the comprehensive National Action Plan launched in December 2014 with the support of all 

political parties. Intelligence based counter-terrorism operations and non-discriminatory 

actions against all terrorists are being undertaken in all parts of the country. Second, there has 

been a remarkable upgrade in Pakistan’s relations with Afghanistan especially after the advent 

of new Afghan Government under President Ashraf Ghani.  This has not only helped to create a 

conducive environment that will not only facilitate a smooth drawdown of the US forces from 

Afghanistan but also improved the prospects for a stable and peaceful Afghanistan, which in 

turn is also vital for stability in Pakistan. Third, the comprehensive interactions in 5 Working 

Groups on the economy, energy, defence, nuclear issues and counter-terrorism have helped to 

broaden and deepen US-Pakistan cooperation in these areas.      

Mr. Aziz added that during the Secretary Kerry’s visit, we shared with him Pakistan’s 

continuing desire to have a peaceful neighborhood, and also our disappointment that India by 

cancelling Foreign Secretary talks, scheduled for 25 August 2014, had not reciprocated in 
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carrying forward the peace process. On the contrary, ominous developments are taking place 

along the Line of Control and the Working Boundary. In this background, we conveyed our 

concerns quite forcefully that the US should take a comprehensive view of strategic imbalance 

in South Asia and avoid any steps that may jeopardize strategic stability in the region.  

Mr. Aziz added that, as expected, the two day visit of President Obama to New Delhi 

was marked by well orchestrated media hype and a carefully laid out programme to 

demonstrate that the partnership between India and USA, started a few years ago, was now 

witnessing a “qualitative reinvigoration of strategic ties”. The two sides issued a lengthy joint 

statement, a Declaration of Friendship, and a Joint Strategic Vision for Asia Pacific and Indian 

Ocean Region. 

The centerpiece of this new partnership seems to focus on security and military 

cooperation based on Defence Technology and Trade Initiative with a framework for US-India 

Defence Relationship 2015 for the next 10 years. The second important component was the 

understanding on the implementation of Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement. While details 

are still unclear, they have agreed to create an Insurance Pool of Rs.15 billion to cover the 

liability risk of American nuclear companies.  It is too early to predict if these companies would 

find this insurance pool sufficient to facilitate large scale export of nuclear reactors. The two 

sides also signed a US-India Investment Initiative, and an MOU on cooperation of many high 

tech items with $2 billion private investment in clean energy. United States also offered its 

support for India’s bid to become a permanent member of the UN Security Council and join the 

Nuclear Suppliers Group. They also agreed to “work together” on climate change to seek a 

positive outcome of the Paris Conference by the end of 2015. From the US perspective, closer 

relations with India fit-in well with its Asia Pivot policy as it tries to boost India’s status as a key 

regional power and a counter-weight to China. 

While the final outcome of the visit will unfold in due course, Pakistan has already 

spelled out its initial concerns and expectations about the visit. Pakistan’s key concern is the 

paramount importance of strategic stability in South Asia. India has embarked on a massive 

military build-up, through sizeable arm purchases both from Russia and USA.  This will 
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inevitably worsen the conventional military imbalance. In addition, India is also expanding its 

fissile material production facilities that would boost its weapons programme, and is seeking 

access to advanced technology in missile and related delivery systems. These conventional and 

nuclear imbalances between India and Pakistan are growing at a time when India is 

accentuating tensions and unprovoked firing across the Line of Control and the Working 

Boundary.  It has also launched a systematic campaign to isolate Pakistan by dwelling on its 

favorite themes of the past few years and by refusing to acknowledge Pakistan’s determined 

efforts to eliminate terrorism from the region. 

While Pakistan reserves the right to safeguard its national security interests, it expects 

from USA to recognize the importance of strategic stability and would allow space and 

resources only to focus on the objectives of economic development and poverty reduction, and 

reduce the possibility of a reinvigorated arms race in the sub-continent. We hope that not only 

USA but also other important members of the international community will also support this 

objective of regional balance and strategic stability in South Asia. Any objective evaluation of 

this visit would also recognize that while USA is keen to push India towards its Asia Pivot in the 

Eastern half of Asia, Pakistan is an important player on the Western half of Asia, which includes 

Afghanistan, Iran and the whole Central and West Asia.  As one of the few stable and well 

functioning states in the Muslim world, Pakistan’s role in promoting stability and in facilitating 

connectivity in this important part of Asia, is indispensable and well recognized not only by USA 

but also by Russia and China.  This should reduce any apparent worries that some observers 

may have generated after Obama’s visit to India. 

The first speaker, after the Chief Guest’s 

address, Ambassador (Retd) Ashraf J. Qazi spoke on 

“India-US Relations Since the Inception of Modi 

Government: Implications for Pakistan”. He elaborated 

the India-US relations after Modi regime coming into 

power. He shed light on the Pakistan’s Foreign Policy 

and Indian involvement in Baluchistan with reference to 
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the role of Indian consulates in Afghanistan. He was of the view that Pakistan and Afghanistan 

should develop smooth relations with each other and work collectively for elimination of 

terrorism and extremism from their respective territories.  

Ambassador (R) Sohail Amin, President of Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI), 

expressed his views on “Developing Contours of China-India-US Relations”. He stated that this is 

second visit of the US President, Barak Obama, to India in pursuit of his desire to enlist Indian 

support  in containing China. There are several reasons 

that why the US has greater interest in India, and it 

thinks India as a state that could serve American 

interests in Asia-Pacific region. He mentioned a few of 

them; China’s lingering border dispute with India; 

flourishing Indo-ASEAN trade that would be a cause of 

concern with China; strengthening India-Japan 

relationship which is important with reference to 

Chinese concerns over the  East China Sea.  

India’s desire to restructure the security architecture in the region is another factor that 

prompts the US to look towards India. India is concerned about the China’s growing influence in 

the Indian Ocean; Sri Lanka is hosting Chinese submarines from last year that seriously upset 

India. Apparently, Obama considers  India as an important counterweight against Chinese 

influence in the region.  

Sharing his views on “Obama’s Visit and Regional Peace 

and Stability of South Asia”, Brig (R) Naeem Salik 

elaborated the background of US-India strategic 

relationship and explained his own assessment that the US 

shall be the least beneficiary of the nuclear deal with India 

in comparison with other beneficiaries like France, Russia 

and other nuclear supplier countries. However, the 

importance of the nuclear cooperation agreement between USA and India is that America is has 
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become the trend-setter for nuclear trade and has provided opportunities to other countries 

like Canada, Britain and Australia, who usually follow American for the purpose.  The deal has 

hampered the peace process in South Asia due to India’s acquisition in elite club. India 

considered itself in different league altogether in close alliance with US and does not feel the 

need to improve its relations with Pakistan. As far as India’s role as strategic counterweight to 

China is concerned, India has played its cards very cleverly, as has been observed on the 

Republic day parade that no long-range missiles were paraded this time, which has been usual 

practice in the previous years. It delivered two messages; First,  India did not show its full 

nuclear capability to Obama and Second, they have sent a strategic signal to China that India is 

not trying to counter China on  American behalf.  

In his concluding remarks, Mr. Ross Masood 

Husain, Chairman SVI, said that we should not 

worry about the Obama’s Visit to India. It is 

sovereign right of every nation to safeguard her 

national interest and Pakistan should focus on 

three things; First, to strengthen our security; 

Second, to deliver good Governance; and last 

but not least, to develop our economy. He then offered special thanks to the Chief Guest, 

distinguish speakers and participants on the behalf of Strategic Vision Institute. Finally, he 

appreciated the Strategic Vision Institute for successfully organizing the in-time discussion on 

the issue of regional and International concern. 

 


