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India’s Aggressive Posture and Dangers of Escalation
Strategic Vision Institute organized a Seminar on “India’s Aggressive Posture and Dangers of
Escalation”, held on November 13, 2014 at Islamabad Club, Islamabad. The seminar was
organized to discuss the primary issue of National Security with reference to India’s aggressive
posture towards Pakistan that can pose serious threat to the security and integrity of the state.
Mr. Khalid Banuri, Director General, Arms Control and Disarmament Affairs (ACDA), Strategic
Plans Division (SPD), chaired the session.
Mr. Ross Masood Hussain, Chairperson of the SVI, welcomed the distinguished guests and
speakers. Initiating the discussion, Mr. Ross shed light on
some new developments that took place after assumption of
power by BJP through Narindra Modi, which is thought to be
sinister for Indo-Pak relations. He added that the continued
and unprovoked firing by India resulting into causalities, and
unilateral cancellation of the foreign secretaries’ dialogue due to the meeting of Pakistani
Ambassador with the leaders of Hurriat Conference, has indication for the troubled relations
between the two countries.
Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema, President/Executive Director SVI, introduced the speakers: Lt.
Gen.(R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi (Keynote Speaker), Mr. Khalid Banuri (The Chair), Dr. Zafar Nawaz
Jaspal, Dr. Pervaiz Iqbal Cheema, Dr. Adil Sultan and Dr. Zulfiqar Khan. He expressed his
gratitude to the speakers as well as audience for their availability
out of their very busy schedule. He, at the very outset, stated that
Pakistan is not under an immediate threat from India. He
elaborated that the purpose of this seminar is to assess the
potential of the new Government of India, led by Narindra Modi,
to bring changes in its domestic & foreign policy including Kashmir policy. He also referred to
the manifesto of BJP, wherein it is stated that BJP would amend the Article 370 of the
Constitution of India. He said that the purpose of this conference is also to assess and foresee
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that would India bring change in its nuclear doctrine, and what would be those changes? He
elaborated that another purpose of this seminar is to assess the prospects of Indo-US strategic
partnership and its impact on Pakistan. He added the Seminar shall also provide an opportunity
to conduct the comparison of Pak-China and Indo-US strategic partnership, and Pakistan’s role
in the politics of South Asia and beyond. He thereafter handed over the proceedings to the
Chair.
Mr. Khalid Banuri, DG, ACDA, SPD as chair of the session
introduced the subject and speakers of the session. Dr. Pervaiz
Iqbal Cheema being the first speaker; spoke on “Dangers of
Conventional Escalation.” He said that one major reason of
escalation is threat perception & threat misperception from the
enemy that may lead to escalation. The second reason is the imbalance of conventional military
capabilities, which can prompt a relatively stronger adversary to escalate over a weak
adversary. He said that India is the strong power of South Asia. The third reason for escalation is
the existence of Kashmir dispute between India and Pakistan, which is unlikely to be resolved.
Fourth reason of escalation is the hegemonic pursuits by India. He said that India is committed
to acquire hegemony in South Asia. He concluded by saying that the shadows of escalation will
prevail over Pakistan as long the Kashmir issue remains unresolved. He added that the same
can only be resolved by way of sincere, assertive and firm commitment by the international
community.
Dr. Zafar Nawaz Jaspal shared his views on “India’s Aggressive Military Posture.” He
referred to Modi’s statement that, “we would like to write a new
chapter of bilateral relations”. He then mentioned that there are
two schools of thought in India. According to first school of
thought, India should dominate its neighborhood. The other is of
the opinion that India should come out of these issues, as the
same are preventing India from becoming the major power of the world. PM Modi appears to
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be convinced with the former school of thought. He analyzed that if Prime Minister of Pakistan
is going to meet PM Modi in Katmandu, he is required to make proper calculations about the
policies of Modi. Secondly, he said that Islamabad should hold parallel dialogues with the
leaders of Hurriat conference and the ruling elites of India. Thirdly, Pakistan should not bother
the red lines of India, it should realize that it is a nuclear capable state, and must wait for the
appropriate time.
Dr. Adil Sultan shared his views on “Dangers of Nuclear Escalation.” He discussed the role
of political leaders, scientists, strategic thinkers, and military
establishment in India in viewing the nuclear capability. He
also referred to the mature behavior of India and Pakistan by
not deploying nuclear weapons and showing restrain to
launch a full scale military operation against each other,
which reflect that there is less possibility of escalation in the
near future, but it cannot be entirely ruled-out. He noted the Indian presumptions that the
cross border firing by India may bring Pakistan on the negotiation table on favorable terms to
India, or to assert India’s dominance on Pakistan. He argued that the domestic politics and
interests of military and scientific establishment within India would have negative influence on
decision making process in the crisis that may occur in future between Pakistan and India.
Dr. Zulfqar Khan spoke on “Likely Impact on Deterrence Stability.” He argued that mutual
mistrust and threat perception between India and Pakistan leads to extensive arms expansion.
He said that strategy teaches us how to defend what
belong to us, and also it should give a message to the
adversary that what belongs to the enemy can also be
threatened. He also highlighted that divergent war plans
prevail in South Asia, which are dangerous for escalation
control. He suggested that there is an ardent need of diplomatic footwork in order to resolve
the bilateral problems between the two states. He ended his discussion with the remarks that
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strategy teaches us how to defend what belong to us, and it should also give a message to the
adversary that what belongs to them can be threatened.

During the Q & A session, the participants of the seminar actively participated and raised
important questions pertaining to India’s aggressive posture and security of Pakistan.
Lt. Gen.(R) Naeem Khalid Lodhi in his keynote address thanked the President, Chairman
and staff of the SVI. He applauded and encouraged the interaction of policy makers and think
tanks. Giving his views on the topic under discussion, Gen.(R) Lodhi said that there could be
various reasons for escalation, and among them are Kashmir issue and the internal
phenomenon. Beside these reasons, Indian Army Chief and Prime Minister Modi are also having
anti Pakistan sentiments. He emphasized that the policy makers and the freedom fighters of
Kashmir must understand that India is going to propagate to a very large scale the outcomes of
the election in Kashmir. He also mentioned that India is constantly trying to exploit the
weaknesses of Pakistan in Baluchistan and FATA. Pakistan’s strength is that it has a hardened
Army and a very sophisticated Air Force. He also emphasized that media must play an
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important role to win the war against terror and launch such programs that could help in
curbing and discouraging terrorist activities.

VOTE OF THANKS BY DR. ZAFAR IQBAL CHEEMA
After all the presentations by the learned speakers and interactive question/answer
sessions, Dr. Zafar Iqbal Cheema profoundly thanked the entire august audience present in the
Seminar and said that their presence has made the Seminar a successful endeavor. He paid
special thanks to the participants and expressed his appreciation to all the honorable speakers
who presented their views and enlightened the audience with their expertise on the subject. He
extended his gratitude towards research and secretarial staff of the SVI for the hard work put
into successfully conducting this Seminar. He also greatly admired and appreciated the help of
other associations, publishers, printers, media, photographer, and volunteers.
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